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Hebrews XII 
By Marietta Chafer Prince 


NLY my Father knows 
What chastening I need, 
Or what, in love, he’d teach to me, * 
Since I’m his “‘ son indeed.” 


Only my Father knows 
The pain my soul must bear, 
Ere it be tuned to sing his praise, 
And in his glory share. 


Only my Father knows 
How much of faith it needs 

To know ’tis he who speaks to me, 
And trust the way he leads. 


But since my Father’s strength 
Is mine—for all the years! 
I'll triumph in his chastening, 
And praise him through my tears. 





Have you ever considered whether we ought to 
pray for the coming of Christ? Mr. Frost, of the 
China Inland Mission, answers this question in his 
department ‘‘ The Prayer Life,’’ on page 314 in this 
tissue. 
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The Next Five Minutes 

Great men are not the only ones on whom great 
issues depend. The great issues of God are inter- 
woven with every human life. Each one of us may 
be sure of having his part in them. It is not the 
president of a railroad system, nor even the train,dis- 
patcher, on whom alone the safety or the wrecking of 
a train hangs. A right or wrong action on the part 
of any one of a hundred other persons may save or 
wreck that train. So in the daily and what may seem 
the commonplace life of each of us.- As Mr, Stifler 


has reminded us : ‘‘ Often we have a feeling that all 
the dramas and tragedies and testings are being played 
out with other people, and we are overlooked. Do 
not err in this. God does not overlook one little errand 
boy or forget one obscure servant maid.'’ Only God 
knows the greatness and the reach of the issues in- 
volved in the next five minutes of our life. But God 
can abundantly meet the need of that next five min- 
utes. Shall we let Him ? 
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Really Trusting 

How often we take things to God, and take them 
back again! Then we wonder why our troubles in 
connection with them do not cease, Perhaps if we 
should try the plan of really leaving witn God the 
things that we take to him, we should find our life a 
wondrous surprise of freedom and joy and power and 
victory. Dr. Maltbie B. Babcock once said, ‘*‘ What 
we can take to God wecan trust toGod.’’ That puts 
it very simply ; and any one can do this who will. 
Moreover, as Dr. Babcock reminds us, we are not 
limited in what we can take to God, for ‘‘In every- 
thing... let your requests be made known unto God."’ 
This sweeping invitation just guarantees our entire 
life. Have we yet dared to take it at its full mean- 
ing, —to really trust God? 
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Rejoicing in Our Differences 

God plainly intends us all to be different from 
each other. It may reasonably be believed that God 
never produced two works of creation of identically 
the same sort. This seems to be true of living things 
and inanimate things : planets, stars, worlds, crystals, 
flowers, fishes, birds, animals, men. So there is no 
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reason for us to chafe or rebel when we find that there 
are in ourselves deep-seated differences from others, 
or when we find in others deep-seated differences from 
that which we think we should have designed had we 
been in charge. God evidently intends to use the 
dissimilarities of his own redeemed children to his 
honor and glory. The differing individuality of men 
and women and children is part of his plan. ‘‘ Have 
all the bays got to be the same shape and size that the 
sea may flow into them?’’ Let us rejoice in the in- 
finite variety of the plans of our Creator and Father. 
But let us rejoice still more that his Son our Saviour 
Jesus Christ, in whom all this infinite variety of crea- 
tion consists, or holds together, is ready to be ‘‘ all and 
in all’’ to them that are his and that yield to him. 
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Awkward Evangelism 

Let us be slow to criticize those who are doing a 
good work poorly. Delavan L. Pierson once told in 
these columns the incident of an evangelist who had 
asked men and women to show their acceptance of 
Christ by rising and coming forward. After the meet- 
ing a young theological student said to him, ‘‘I was 
glad to see people converted to-night, but I don't just 
like the way you asked them to rise and come for- 
ward,.’’ ‘Neither do I,’’ replied the evangelist. 
“How do you do it?’’ The young man hesitated, 
then answered, ‘‘ Well, I don’t know that I do it at 
all.’’ ‘*Then,’’ replied the evangelist, ‘I like the 
way I do it better than the way you don’t do it.’’ It 
is easier to criticize awkward evangelism than to be 
evangelistic ourselves. But Christ can wonderfully 
bless awkwardness-when it is prayerfully and unsel- 
fishly devoted to telling others the good news of 
deliverance from sin and from death. 
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Growth—or Grace ? 


C= view of the Christian life regards its main- 
tenance and progress as chiefly a matter of 

gradual growth. The law of habit, the law of 
spiritual momentum, are continually at work to train 
the soul’s muscles to greater girth and strength, to 
give increasing precision to its choices of good, and to 
establish prevailing spiritual impulses, which almost, 
but not quite, automatically move the life in the 
right direction in spite of allurement or obstacle. If 
this were in no sense true, our ideas of the reasonable- 
ness of the world we live in would get a sad shock. 
It is not that we feel that a long life of faithful Chris- 
tian living deserves recognition and blessing at God's 
hand. We are fully aware that none of us deserves 
anything, since ‘‘all is of God,’’ and wé have noth- 
ing that we have not received. But our feeling that 
the world is under the beneficent law of cause and 
effect requires us to believe that continued Christian 
fidelity actually does something for and in the Chris- 
tian, leaves a noble, valuable, glorious deposit in the 
soul, a ‘*good foundation against the day’’ of temp- 
tation, trial, judgment. 

Yet there certainly is another glorious fact of the 
grace of Christ which fills every Christian heart with 
adoring wonder and confident gladness. It is the 
fact of the present grace of our Lord Jesus, which, if 
we will but open wide enough the gates of appropri- 
ating faith, will flow in with its power and lift us over 
spiritual obstacles, give us strength for the duty before 
us, make us ‘‘more than conquerors through him 
that loved us.’’ That mighty strength is greater than 
all our habit, greater than all our impulses for God 
and good. We have Christ and all his riches at 
hand. Why go to our poor little deposit of right in- 
clinations and habits, and not straight to the deep 
ocean of his grace? 


But there is no real contradiction between the two 
views of the Christian life. If there were, there can 
be no doubt which the Christian would choose, growth 
or grace. The arm that rolls the worlds along is the 
arm to trust. And what ‘sinner, saved by grace,"’ 
would not rather choose to take his salvation from the 
dear hand of the Beloved than attempt to win it 
for himself? But we do not need to choose between 
growth and grace. We do not need to deny one or 
the other ; we may and we must include both in our 
scheme of things, letting them side by side bear us on 
to our goal, We can, if we will, see how blessedly 
they intertwine and interact. 

‘«Grace’’ must always precede ‘‘ growth.’’ That is 
certain. The first impulse to the acts that make the 
holy habit, and the continuance of impulses that 
make ene act follow another in happy succession, 
come from God, and are appropriated by faith. It 
was that inflooding of the soul by the love and might 
of God when we opened our hearts to Christ that gave 
us power to do the first faithful act, and also to do all 
the following right things ; and we can not move one 
step forward without it. The minute we attempt this 
we fail. Furthermore, as the image on the sensitive 
plate will be lost unless the ‘‘fixing’’ solution flow 
over it, our habits for good will be but superficial 
and transitory unless they are set into our being by 
the power of the Spirit of God. And without it they 
will not get into the realm of regenerated spirit at all, 
since ‘‘that which is born of the flesh is flesh, and 
that which is born of the Spirit is spirit." We-never 
grow info grace. 

But growth is God’s own appointed means, in the 
very nature of things, whereby the blessed results of 
grace are conserved. We say that we are never given 
grace enough for any more than the present need. 
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That is true, and not true. Picture the soul under 
God's protecting grace, as some very fragile and per- 
ishable thing flooded by some protecting liquid, 
which neutralizes and shuts off the infecting, destruct- 
ive air without, That effect is like the immediate tri- 
umph of the soul which, by appropriating faith, has 
entered into Christ. Picture that fragile substance, 
also drinking in to itself the protecting liquid, till with 
each submersion there have been left in it many par- 
ticles of the wondrous liquid. The opening of the 
pores of the soul, by which the golden flood enters 
into its depths, comes from its acts of faith ; the de- 
posit is holy habit. It is a thought full of cheer that 
with successive acts of faith we are knitting our souls 
more firmly to Jesus Christ, that he grows daily more 
intertwined with our deepest being, more powerully 
dwells within, 

Growth is not only a deposit in the soul ; it is an 
enlargement of the spirit’s pores which enables us to 
take in ever more and more of the grace that enfolds 
us in its ocean fulness, We had grace up to our 
capacity yesterday, but grace received up to our 
capacity never leaves us with that same capacity. 
Our full pint cup to-day, by that very fulness, can 
hold more than a pint to-morrow. We are not metals, 
but men, and are splendidly expansible. This is true 
in every realm of nature,—why should it not ‘* more 
abound’’ in grace? In such fashion the body's 
muscles grow ; thus the mind’s grasp widens ; just so 
the heart that loves to its utmost power all it can love 
to-day can love more intensely more people to-mor- 
row. And the practised Christ-lover, Christ-believer, 
Christ-receiver, how blessediy he exemplifies the 
Master's words, ‘‘To him that hath shall be given, 
and he shall have abundance’’! The newcomer, 
who also has learned the secret of great faith, can get 
all he needs and can contain ; but the sweetness that 
Christ's look brings to the lifelong friend he cannot at 
the start quite know. The same love, a different 
heart ; each heart full, 

Growth makes the experienced lover ; it also makes 
the veteran Soldier. It means steadiness, precision, 
sufficiency for the occasion, Christ is no nearer at 
hand to the veteran than to the recruit ; his love cer- 
tainly yearns over him no more; but the veteran 
knows better how to get at those founts of power. He 
is ‘‘exercised unto godliness’’ ; he has been ‘in. 
structed how to be abased, and how to abound.’’ His 
love, by practise, ‘‘abounds yet more and more in 
knowledge and all discernment,’’ so that he can both 
‘¢ discriminate the things that differ’’ and ‘‘ approve 
the things that are excellent.’’ Temptation cannot 
so readily surprise him, opportunity so often find him 
unready, assaults drive him from his base. He is no 
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better patriot, perhaps, but a far better soldier. 
een the only way to make veteran virtue is the 
abit of long service. 

And there is one service which the law of habit 
must and does often render for each one of us. We 
are in the flesh ; and if it were left entirely to the 
present faith and obedience to give us victory, Satan 
would have another trophy. Fainting, or faulty, or 
forgetful, we would fail to appropriate the present 
power of the present Christ. Almost incredible that 
it should be so ; but so it is, or would be if it were 
not for acquired spiritual momentum, 

On the other hand, say what we will about the holy 
habit, the indwelling Christ must be made real to us 
in the present moment by the present act of faith. 
Habit is no delusion, to be sure ; but if habit is to be 
vital, and bear vital fruit, it must be reimpregnated, 
recharged, revivified, by the surrounding and infil- 
trating atmosphere of the Spirit of God. There is no 
past grace. If it is past, itis no longer grace. The 
just cannot live by memory, they cannot live by habit 
only, they must live by faith, Abraham's faith was 
not alone the one great initial act of trust that gave 
him the pardon and the promise ; it was the Aadit 
of faith that kept him moving in his obedience. The 
faith of Hebrews 11 is the faith that walks the weary 
miles as well as that which ‘‘steps over the line.’’ 
So the ‘‘holy habit’’ which means Christian stabil- 
ity and Christian growth is neither more nor less than 
the habit of faith : faith disciplined in the surrender 
and exercise of will, faith disciplined in the reception 
of Christ's grace. We can with confidence let the 
law of habit work for us, but what we need to work az 
is our present faith, Our duty and our power are 
never in the past, never in the future, only in the 
present. We must never recline on last year's habit 
when we ought to fight on with this day’s power and 
gloriously experience this moment's blessing. Our 
dependence must not be on inbuilt habit, but on the 
inbuilt and now inbuilding Christ. 

Sometimes a piece of wood buried in the earth is 
surrounded and,saturated by heavy solutions of crys- 
tal. No atmospheric decay can reach it; but, in the 
presence of the potent liquid, particle by particle dis- 
solves, and particle by particle the crystal takes it 
place, till at last the wood is gone, transformed into a 
jewel, Ours to.keep ourselves by faith, which is obe- 


dience and appropriation, under that transforming 
flood, even our Christ. His to see that the law of 
habit works, and that through it we, ‘‘reflecting as a 
mirror the glory of the Lord, are transformed into the 
same image from glory to glory,.even as from the 
Lord the Spirit.’’ Not ‘‘ growth or grace,’’ but growth 
in grace, is our story. 





When Did Eve Commence to Sin? 


Most of us think of the sin of mankind as having 
first occurred when Eve took of the fruit of the tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil and ate of it. But 
had she already sinned before she did this? This 
question is a profitable one to discuss, for it may 
throw needed light upon some of our own failures. A 
North Carolina reader has inquired concerning state- 
ments made in the Times when the lesson ‘‘ Man’s 
First Sin’’ was under study (issue of January 4): 


Professor Griffith Thomas in his comment on the words 

‘*the woman said," in Genesis 3 : 2, says, ‘‘In her reply she 
erveried and misquoted three times the divine law’ ; and 

tows with three particulars under this general statement: 
**(1.) She disparaged her privileges by misquoting the divine 
permission as to the other trees. (2.) She overstated the re- 
strictions by misquoting the divine prohidition. (3.) She un- 
derrated her obligations by misquoting the divine Jenalty.”’ 
Dr. Gray, too, writes as follows: ‘* Note also that the woman's 
reply (v..3) already deflects from the truth, and makes God a 
harder master than he is,"’ 

If these writers are correct, it seems to me difficult to avoid 
the conclusion that Eve sinned before she was tempted, that 
she was already chafing and petulant under the restriction 
God had imposed, use betes the serpent approached her. 

Does it not involve us in fewer difficulties to consider the 
. woman's reply, although not giving verbatim God's prohibi- 
tion as expressed in chapter 2, a perfectly frank and truthful 
statement concerning it? 


In order that readers of the Times might have a 
fuller expression of the view in which Dr. Gray and 
Professor Griffith Thomas evidently agree, this ques- 
tion was referred to Professor Griffith Thomas. His 
position may be clearly understood from his answer, 
which follows : 


It would seem that the temptatien commenced with Satan's 
opening question, ‘‘ Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of 








any tree of the garden,’ and that we must carefully observe 
the stages from the first suggestion to the culminating point 
when the woman sinned. It seems tome that first of all Satan 
raises a suspicion of God by this question that he puis to the 
woman, thus injecting a doubt of God's goodness by reason of 
the restriction. This probably led to the woman’s perverting 
and misquoting the divine law to which she was subject. Her 
answer was this: ‘‘ Of the fruit of the trees of the garden we 
may eat: but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of 
the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall 
ye touch it, lest ye die.” (1.) She disparaged her privileges 
by misquoting the terms of the divine permission as to the 
other trees,—‘‘ of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely 
eat.’” (2.) Then she overstated the restrictions by misquoting 
the divine probibition (‘‘ neither shall ye Zouch it*’) ; God had 
said simply, ‘‘thou shalt not eat of it.’’ (3.) And then she 
seems to have underrated her obligations by misquoting the 
divine penalty (‘‘lest ye die,’’ said the woman ; ‘‘in the day 
that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die,’’ said God): 
and thereby she became at once exposed to the further temp- 
tation put before her by Satan, he thereupon suggested a 
doubt of God's righteousness in the assurance that they should 
not die (v. 4), and also of His Ao/iness in the assurance that so 
far from dying they should be as gods (v. 5). ‘Thus Satan 
incited the woman to unbelief, which led in turn to disobe- 
dience. 

Satan's attitude is characteristic of his appeals to men at all 
times with special reference to the Word of God. First he 
distorts it, then he leads the woman to doxd¢ it, and last of all 
he denies it. I hope therefore that we may see that the actual 
sin was only the culminating point of the process of tempta- 
tion, and I do not see any reason why we should not believe 
that in response to Satan's first question she was immediately 
led to chafe under the restriction God had imposed. Yet 
there does not appear any evidence that this petulance and 
chafing necessarily commenced ‘before the serpent ap- 
proached her."’ In view of all this, I do not think there is 
any real difficulty in the view that Dr. Gray and I have taken ; 
and the Scripture does not seem to teach that the woman's 
copy. although not verbatim, was a perfectly frank and truth- 
ful statement. 

it follows that in the aa Stages of her temptation 
the woman was guilty of sin. ‘Ihe actual taking of the fruit 
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was the culminating stage of a process that commenced with 
the first inquiry and suggestion of Satan. 

While we need not believe, therefore, that Eve 
sinned before she was tem it may be very im- 
portant to. recognize that she commenced to sin as 
soon as she was tempted, and before she reached the 
point of great temptation to which Satan was all the 
time leading up. That is the only way men ever 
commit what are commonly called great sins: by 
yielding to so-called lesser sins during the process 
of temptation, whether that process continues through 
a few minutes or through a series of years. 

Thus Eve's process of temptation was quite differ- 
ent from Christ’s process of temptation in the wikier- 
ness after his baptism. It may fairly be said that our 
Lord went through a process of different stages of 
temptation, though not sinning at any point, while 
the woman went through different stages of temptation 
and sinned at consecutive points before she came to 
the final act of disobedience in taking and eating. 
Yet, as Professor Griffith Thomas points out in a per- 
sonal letter, that is not the only difference between 
the woman and our Lord in this matter. ‘‘ The 
woman at that time had the liability to sin, but not 
the tendency ; Christ had neither liability nor ten- 
dency; and we have both.’’ How intently and 
watchfully, therefore, and with what a faith-filled 
abandonment of ourselves to the life and power of 
Christ, must we ‘‘ pray without ceasing’’ that we sin 
not at unsuspected points while being subjected to the 
process of temptation which Satan and our carnal 
natures bring upon us so continuously.’ And the 
lesser temptation is more to be dreaded than the 
greater; for the greater temptation is powerless to in- 
jure those who are steadfastly victorious in Christ 
through their lesser temptations, 
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The Stereopticon in the Sunday-school 

There are many questions of Sabbath observance 
which are properly to be decided upon the basis 
of what is expedient rather than of what is right or 
wrong. Such a question as the following from an 
earnest reader in Pennsylvania is an interesting illus- 
tration of this: : 


It would be a satisfaction to me to have your opinion on the 
subject.of using a stereopticon at a Sunday-school service. 

It seems to me good for week-day occasions of instructing or 
entertaining, the pupils, but I think it unwise, if not indeed 
wrong, to make use of it on the Sabbath. ‘There is such a 
tendency now to laxity in Sabbath-keeping that I question if 
it is wise to do anything which tends to make the Sabbath seem 
like a week-day. 

Yet I understand there are many good people who think the 
stereopticon may rightly be used on the Sabbath. 


The stereopticon is a vivid picture-appeal to the 
eye. nd teaching through the eye has come to have 
a recognized and useful place in the Sunday-school. 
Maps, diagrams, and pictures of any legitimate sort 
have their place here, when not used merely as diver- 
sions or for entertainment, but as part of the religious 
teaching of the day. The stereopticon is often used 
to throw the words of ahymn ona screen, from which 
the school can, as a rule, sing better than from hymn- 
books. And when pictures of Bible scenes or charac- 
ters are used, illustrating the lesson of the day, or 
illustrating a talk directly connected with spiritual 
truth, the stereopticon would not seem to be an ob- 
jectionable feature of a Sunday-school service. Yet 
even here the principle of expediency is to be recog- 
nized; and if it should be found that the use of the 
Sabbath stereopticon was misunderstood ina certain 
community, or tended to an increase of laxity in Sab- 
bath observance, it would, of course, be wise to refrain 


from it. 
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From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


UR: Heavenly Father: We thank thee-for thy gracious 
care, so tenderly bestowed. We have so much from 
thee! Yet we are bold to ask more. Our lives are 

like sieves—soon empty, and so futile and desolate. Father, 
forgive us when we feel dull, perhaps ill-us-d, and disposed 
to complain. For we always are rich in having thee. It is 
thou thyself who art our portion, not these many, many things 
we have from thee. It is id thee we would rejoice, not in mere 
gifts dropped from thy hands. Draw uscloser, Father! Make 
us always at home with thee—in and out of the door without 
knocking ; sharing with thee in the management of ‘the uni- 
verse ; Satisfied only when face to face with thee. Oh, fill our 
shriveled souls with thyself!... Enlarge us with thyself. 
Make us ashamed of low aims and shabby performance. 
Swing us up into the large spaces, where the horizon is wide 
and all the petty things we worry over fade from sight. ‘leach 
us the sin of worry. Fill us with thine own serenity. Cure 
us of the selfishness, the gloom and dismalness which ooze 
from us and make other people sorry to have us near. So 
saturate us with thyself that thy sunshine and strength shall 
radiate from us, gladden the landscape, and vitalize men, 
wherever we walk. ... According to thine own word, fill us 
‘with all the fulness of God."’ 
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| LESSON FOR JUNE I (Gen. 44) 





FIRST read in the papers that a leper had been 
| discovered in a Chinese restaurant in Harrisburg, 
putting the Health Board to an infinite amount of 
trouble in the disposition of him. After repeated 
efforts to shift the responsibility, care, and expense 
upon Baltimore and other near-by or. far-off places, the 
authorities decided that a leper discovered in Harris- 
burg by the Harrisburg physicians was not only enti- 
tled to Harrisburg care, but that Harrisburg was com- 
pelled to receive him. 

An effort was made to ship him home that he might 
go to a leper colony there, but no railroad. would 
transport him, even if we bought a box-car in which 
he might ride and burned it afterward, nor would any 
ship take him home or any institution receive him. 
Unclean, every man’s hand was against him. 

A small frame building consisting of two tiny 
rooms, one for living and cooking purposes, the other 
for sleeping, having a tinier porch in front, and ail 
high off the ground for sanitary reasons, was erected 
for him in the grounds of the Sanitary Hospital, three 


miles outside of the city, with a lamp-post to give: 


light by night, and two watchmen to keep guard by 
day and by night, the poor young fellow, only twenty- 
three years of age, was forever isolated front his 
world, his friends, his pleasures, and his occupations. 

When I first saw him he was doing nothing,—he 
had nothing to do. Passing the little house every 
day led me to ask the keeper if he could read Eng- 
lish; and would like magazines and books sent 'to him. 
.. The day-guard, a kindly fellow, said that while he 
could not read English very well, he thought pictures 
would amuse him, and asked if I would not be willing 
to speak a few words to him,—he seemed so dread- 
fully lonely and depressed. 

Did I shrink from coming so close to a leper? 
Many have asked me since. I don’t remember now. 
I expect I did. But it seemed cruel to turn away after 
being asked to render help, and my friendship began 
from that day. 

The keeper called him out, and my heart sank when 
1 saw him. His appearance was very repulsive,— 
small body, sullen face badly scarred, and a repellent 
manner. At first he would hardly answer my in- 
quiries as to his health, his needs, his wants, etc., 
although I could see that he understood me pretty 


well. Evidently, he had very little confidence in any 
real interest in him. Curiosity he resented, and 
rightly so. Genuine interest he had no belief in, and 


why should he? No one had ever shown it. 
However, I found that he had nothing with which 
to pass the time except the preparation of his meals, 





Greeting a Friendly Caller 


In his tiny cottage of two rooms, separated from all the 
world, Mock Sen had lived in the bitterness of loneli- 
ness and depression until the great day when he learned 
that another human being was greeting him with a heart 
interest in himself, and not from curiosity. 





which he cooked for himself. His supplies were good 
and sufficient, and were brought to him by his guards, 
and this made the event of each day. 

His cooking was his profession. I presume he 
lived like a king on what he had, but he often longed 
for delicacies, and these his two guards supplied out 
of their own pockets many times, or begged for him 
from their friends. 

From our first interview with him, we kept him:sup- 
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plied with illustrated magazines, the pictures of which 
soon went to adorn his bare walls. Games requiring 
strength, sueh as batting a ball against the wall of his 
house, pitching quoits, etc., were soon too exhausting 
for, him, . But; he never, tired of reading, and after 
subscribing for a weekly. Chinese paper, The Chinese 
Weekly: Herald, published in New York City, he 
never again compldined of being lonely. 

If, as once or-twice-happened, the little sheet failed 
to put in its appearance on the regular day, there was 
no peace for the guard until he telephoned to me and 
we had -telegraphed to -New York and got another 
copy. started on :its.way. . 

‘Probably the best thing we ever did for him was to 
secure a copy of the New Testament in his own dia- 
lect; and this book was his whole Chinese library, 


- and.who will say that it was not sufficient for any man ? 


- It was for Mock Sen, I.know, The first visit mul- 
tiplied -itself into a weekly one, and never in this 
world. will any one receive a warmer welcome, or seé a 
poor scarred face light up more at one’s coming, than 
did- this poor lepers when he would hear the ‘‘Good 
morning, Mock.; How are you to-day?’’ The an- 
swer varied, but the.welcome never. 

Of course we ‘couldn't shake hands, that would 
have been dangerous, but it was no lack in Mock’s 
life, for the Chinese never do shake hands as we do, 
They shake their own hands, and a very good way it 
is, too. So Mock would clasp his hands and shake 
them in welcome, and I would clasp mine and return 
the salute, and we were just as happy as if we had 
wrung each other's hands as vigorous Americans love 
to. do. 


S winter passed on,—our first meeting had been in 

‘ July, 1907, we found there was a secret longing 

in Mock’s bosom which he hesitated to express, 

true gentleman that he was. To theguard he said, ‘‘ So 

muchee done for him, he no likee askee more.’’ But 

the guard discovered that his soul—or perhaps to be 

honest,_I sheuld say his stomach—longed for his 
native vegetables, 

Mock wanted not our seeds, but his own home 
garden seeds, to raise his own beloved, delicious 
Chinese vegetables during the coming summer. 

And we got them for him through his Chinese res- 


taurant friends, who willingly secured the seeds and - 


sent them to him. 

Mock had the finest Chinese vegetables ever raised 
on Agnérican soil, and not only had enough for him- 
self all summer, but canned enough for himself all 
winter, and presented his guards and friends with the 
surplus of his farming. 

I like to think of his happy face, the perspiration 
running down it, as he toiled in the heat at his little 
garden. a 

Too weak to do much at a time, the faithful guard 
broke the heavy ground for him, fenced the plot from 
marauding animals, and lightened the labor as much 
as possible ; and will this cup of cold water go unre- 
warded, think you? Nay, verily. ‘‘Imasmuch as ye 
have done it unto the least of these.’’ 

And then Mock’s ducks. My, my, what pleasure 
he had in his flock of little yellow ducklings. The 
guard had given him the eggs and the mother duck, and 
Mock tended them and trained them so that at his 
call they would waddle down the path from their door 
to his to eat their food from his hands. Think of it, 
ducks the only living things not afraid of the touch of 
a leper's hands ! 

Well, Mock loved them, and many a good meal he 
denied himself because of his dislike of killing them; 
but he couldn’t keep them all until they were old, so 
one by one they disappeared, and the last of the flock 
were dried and pressed for winter use as you see them 
dressed and hanging in festoons in front of grocery 
shops in Chinatown. 

Mock’s first Christmas was a memorable one, and 
the joy of it went through the entire year. 

A tree was trimmed and sent out the day before, 
and placed lighted on the porch before the window of 
his little living-room, so that when ke was called on 
Christmas morning the first thing that met his aston- 
ished gaze was the fairy tree all shimmering and glow- 
ing in the snow and starlight, —for he was called about 
five o'clock in the morning, the guard being as eager 
as any child to see what Mock would think about it. 


What Christmas Brought to Mock Sen 


When an American Woman Befriended a Chinese Le 


By Eleanor Herr Boyd 





In his pigeon English, Mock couldn't tell us all 
he did think about it. But we knew. He clapped 
his hands for joy, laughed and cried, chattered and 
fairly danced with joy, and af year talked of the 
coming Christmas when he should have another 
Christmas tree as big and bright as this one. Then 
the stocking,—for Mock had a stocking, although 
there was no fireplace by which to hang it. As Santa 
did not forget the tree, neitker did he forget the stock- 
ing, although he had to go to China to procure most 
of the things. 

Chinese cups and saucers, fans, silk handkerchiefs, 
tea, nuts, raisins, fruits, bulbs, and things we never 








The Treasured Ducks 


The only living things not afraid of the touch of the 

young leper were the flock of ducks that Mock had 

trained to waddle down the path at his call and eat thelr 
food from his hands. 





knew the names or use of, but Mock knew, and every 
new package brought a wider smile on the poor scarred 
face. 

A warm blue sweater went on immediately, and 
when we made our next visit it was a proud boy who 
dispiayed his comforts and luxuries to our admiring 
eyes. That none are too poor to help some one - 
poorer was illustrated by the fact that one of Mock’s 
Christmas presents was a pair of Chinese straw san- 
dals given by the poorest class of Italian children in 
a New York kindergarten. They had heard of Mock 
through their teacher, a friend of mine, and offered 
their pennies for this cause. Mock wore the sandals 
out, but the kindness of the deed will never wear out. 


ND Mock knew now what Christmas meant, and 

Who was the giver of every good and perfect gift 

—for Mock had been converted,’ and had ac- 
cepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour. 

Before his sickness he had attended a Sunday-school 
class for Chinese in the Market Square Presbyterian 
Church, and had heard the plan of salvation. In his 
Chinese Testament he had learned more, and in our 
talks and prayers with him he had professed to giving 
up his old idols and accepting Jesus as offered to him 
in the Gospels. 

This confession he made publicly; and was bap- 
tized and received into the membership of the Church 
of God. A framed certificate of this fact was hung in 
the Sunday-school room of that church, and there 
Mock Sen’s name is to this day as a member of 
Christ’s church on earth. 

The change it made in his life was shown in many 
little ways. Always high-tempered and inclined to 
be sullen, he learned to control himself, and became 
interested and happy in his life—smiling more often 
than scowling, until too weak either to smile or scowl 
any longer. 

The sincerity of his repentance was testified to by 
his guard, who told me the following incident : One 
day, after something had gone wrong, Mock cursed 
the guard as of old, until he suddenly remembered 
the sin of it. When he said, ‘‘ Me solly, no talkee 
sO any more, you scusie me.’’ 

‘*You needn’t ask me to forgive you, Mock ; you 
know whom you must tell that to,"’ said the guard. 

‘*That’s so,’’ said Mock, and went into his room. 

Then the guard, peeping through the window, saw 
Mock on-his knees making his peace with God. 
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Dr. Fulton, the well-known missionary from China, 
came to Harrisburg about this time, and was taken 
out to see Mock for several reasons : 

First, we wished to know whether he really had 
leprosy or not, and we knew that Dr. Fulton was famil- 
iar with every form of it in China. 

Second, we.wanted to know whether Mock under- 
stood the way of salvation, our limited conversation 
making it a little doubtful in our own minds, 

Third, we wished some one from his home land to 
see him, that he might send word back to those whom 
he knew there, if possible. 

Dr. Fulton seemed providentially sent just in time 
to help decide all these things. He found that he 
knew Mock’s family or clan, or whatever they call it 
in China, the part of the country from which he had 
come, and which Dr, Fulton had been in, and brought 
news of his people. His old mother had passed away 
since he had left China, - This was a blow to poor 
Mock, but he was glad to have the facts given him, 
and to hear of others whom he had left behind, 

That he had leprosy Dr. Fulton said there was no 
doubt, but it was the tuberculosis which was weaken- 
ing him, and which would finally cause his death. 

The Scriptures he had read intelligently, for the 
doctor discovered that he had had a good education 
in China, and was what in this country we would call 
a college man. 

_ And that he had been converted also there was no 

doubt in the doctor’s mind, as he had entirely repu- 
diated the old religion, and was depending for his 
salvation solely upon the death of our Lerd Jesus 
Christ. 

Later, Dr. James B. Neal of China also visited 
him, but his dialect being quite different from Mock’s 
the visit was not so satisfactory as Dr. Fulton’s, and 
we have always been thankful that Dr. Fulton came 
when he did. 

As the second Christmas drew near Mock grew rap- 
idly weaker. One Sunday we were sent for, as Mock 
was much worse, and it was thought he could not live. 

He could not walk now; the meals were cooked 
and laid at his door, He crawled to them, eating 
very, very little of even the tempting things the guard 
and his good wife prepared for him, but his smile still 
came when I stood in the doorway and shook: my 
hands in token of greeting. We talked about his 
going, and he asked that he might be laid in the 
green fields he could see from his doorway, and that 
I would not forget him, but see that his grave was 
well cared for—a great desire always with the Chinese 
+and that he should be given decent burial. I prom- 
ised to do all in my power to carry out his last re- 
quests ; and then we talked of the home-going and 
the vision of the Saviour and the mother he felt con- 
fident he would find waiting for him, and we prayed 
and sang, and then he said, ‘‘ But maybe me live for 
Christmas. Me wishee see Christmas tree again.”’ 

His talk, the guard told me, was all of the glitter- 
ing tree. No child ever yearned for fairyland as 
Mock yearned for his fairy or heavenly tree, as I be- 
lieve it seemed to him. 

As his new religion had brought joy and brightness 
into his dark soul, so the tree symbol of the new 
religion shone in his dark life, and his eyes longed 
for another sight of it. 

As my Christmas had to be spent with my family in 
the South, I was obliged to leave Mock, hoping and 
praying that he might live until my return, and sorely 
tempted to send the tree a week ahead of time, but 
Mock knew the days and was counting them until 
Christmas should dawn, and I believe the anticipation 
of the tree kept his heart happy and his days free from 
too much suffering. Who knows? 

I left it all planned for, The tree and the orna- 
ments, the stocking, and the gifts; and my faithful 
butler, who has been Santa Claus, fairy godfather, and 
ministering angel to all ages and classes and kinds of 
needy ones, was to take it out the day before and 
leave it with the guard to be lighted by him Christmas 
morning. 

They told me of it afterward. The guard had sug- 
gested to Mock that since I was away there might be 
no tree this year, but the loyal soul knew better than 
that and said, ‘‘Missie Boyd she sends tree, see,"’ 
and so he sat in a corner of his room, too sick to lie 
down, gasping for breath, waiting. Waiting for his 
tree, and while he waited Some One touched him on 
his shoulder, saying, ‘‘ Come, I will show you the tree 
of life planted by the river of life, whose leaves are 
for the healing of the nations,’’ and Mock’s Christmas 
had begun. 

In the meantime two men were driving rapidly 
along the road in a small wagon, and one carried a 
trimmed Christmas tree, 

They drew up at the gate of the enclosure around 
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the Sanitary Hospital, and the man with the tree got 
down carefully and carried it in. . 

He went toward the guardhouse ; everything was 
quiet. No guard answered to his call, but in a mo- 
ment he saw him approaching from the little house 
-* the side of the hill, the tears running down his 
ace, 

‘*He has gone,’ was all he could say. ‘He'll 
never see his tree now, and he wanted it so badly.’’ 
But was it too late? Didn't he see it? Who knows 
God’s plans? Hope had kept heart in him, and he 
saw brighter things now than tinsel or brass. 

They gave my leper Christian burial. The same 
minister who baptized him buried him, but it could 
not be in the bright, green cemetery, as he so much 
wished, The authorities would not permit it ; only a 
plot in the potter's field would be allotted him. 

But the shining tree was placed at his head for his 
tombstone and an evergreen covering of myrtle planted 
on his grave, and Christmas and Decoration Day find 
Mock Sen, the Chinese leper, remembered with 
flowers, as other loved dead are, and we have not yet 
abandoned hope that some day permission may be 
gained to move his dust into God’s Acre, where he 
wanted to be. 

Mock Sen was only a poor outcast leper, but he 
had a heart and soul that responded to love and to 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. Every one of his two 
hundred thousand or more brothers and sisters in 
suffering have the same heart-hunger for love and 
life, and each one needs the same comforts and help. 
May we feel the blessed privilege of ministering to 
just such of God’s needy ones, and, even if we never 
see them in the flesh here, be sure their smiles will 
welcome us there and add to the joy of our Home- 
coming as we eat of the tree of life, whose leaves are 
for the healing of the nations, 

The Protestant churches of the world are ministering to 

these neglected, stricken ones through the Mission to 

Lepers in India and the East. From America have gone 

missionaries to preside over twenty-seven of these hos- 

pitals and asylums for ay of India and China, of Siam 
and Korea and Japan. The thrilling story of their daily 
doings, depicted in photographs and programs for mis- 
sionary meetings, or lantern slides, may be secured from 
the Srnzs the United States of America Committee, 
Mr. W. M. Danner, = Raymond St., Cambridge, Mass, 
The work is conducte in co-operation with the various 


Mi 'y Boards, and has their cordial 
endorsement, 
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A New Kind of Picnic 


HE Sunday-school picnics had become a bore, 
The children did not beg for them, and the 
older people groaned at thought of them. Mid- 

summer in the Sunday-school was a trying time at 
best, and with the appetite gone for the regular pic- 
nic the teachers were in a quandary as to the best way 
to keep the school in a flourishing condition. 

A special meeting was called, and many plans 
talked of ; but the only one that met with any support 
was to divide the school into groups and let the classes 
combine for outings of various kinds, This made 
the teachers personally responsible for giving their 
classes a good time, The cause of past failures in the 
picnic line was the lack of co-operation, The ‘* faith- 
ful few’’ had tried to do the work of many, and had 
grown discouraged. 

Breaking the school up into small sections gave 
each teacher a definite work, and eager little groups 
following the dismissal of the teachers’ -meeting showed 
that a division of labor was likely to have a whole- 
some effect. 

Three teachers combined forces and decided to go 
to the home of one of them for a hay-ride picnic. 
The ages of the pupils in these three classes ranged 
from three years up to eighteen. About half the 
number were young ladies and the other half were 
members of the infant and primary departments. On 
the face of it, it looked like a queer combination, but 
it proved a good one, for each young lady took charge 
of a little one on the hay-ride, and mothers felt per- 
fectly safe about their little ones going. Such a jolly 
ride as they had,—after the driver had placed his 
load so the precious babies were surrounded by the 
older ones! A drive of two miles brought them to 
the picnic grounds. Workers had been busy hiding 
little nests of the wild carrot in various hedges and 
bushes. In the nests candy eggs of many colors had 
been placed, and one of the first things was a hunt 
for birds'-nests. Enough candy was kept in reserve 
so that the babies who were too little to find a full 
share did not miss their treat. The older girls con- 
ducted the hunt, and during the whole afternoon forgot 
themselves in their efforts to entertain the children. 

After the hunt for eggs a butterfly chase was pro- 
posed, and a great handful of paper butterflies was 
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sent sailing through the air. The little one who 
captured the most butterflies was given a monster 
butterfly concocted out of a clothespin and bright- 
colored tissue paper. 

To hear the little folks play, *‘Want to buy a 
rooster ?’’ was worth all the trouble the afternoon 
made. ‘*Can he crow?’* must be asked after this 
all-important question, ‘‘ He can crow,"’ lisped back 
the baby voices, and when all had determined to buy 
a rooster each baby must flap his or her arms and 
imitate the barnyard favorite. It was immensely 
funny. 

Supper was ‘served on the lawn, and the children 
were arranged in groups of from four to six around 
large boards that served as both table and plate. The 
older pupils waited on them and saw that each had a 
full share of the good things that came out of baskets 
and boxes, The hostess furnished nice ‘‘ pink’’ 
lemonade made bright with grape juice. 

As the picnic was from three until seven o'clock. it 
was not wearisome, and each minute was filled with 
special entertainment. No one was overtired, not a 
whimper from the little folks, and the youngest are 
still pointing to ‘‘the picnic woman’’ when they see 
her on the street. Other classes had just as good a 
time, and an ‘‘ experience meeting'’ later on brought 
all the teachers together with reports of the many 
plans that proved successful in carrying out this new 
idea,—-Florence'C. Brown, Oxford, Ohio, : 


<0 
“ Courage, Child” 


‘ Tune, Pleyel’s Hymn 
By Ernest Bourner Allien « 


OME ONE has said that these words of Tesus, 

‘« Courage, child,’’ must have been his favorite 

message to those who needed help, because he 

used them so often.: The Greek word for ‘‘son*’ is 
often translated ‘* child."' 


Matthew 9g: 2. 
Courage, child! thy Lord ‘is near, 
And thou therefore need’st not fear ; 
’ Take thy bed, arise and go, 
Thou shalt pain no longer know. 


Mark 5 : 25-34. 
Courage, child ! thy wound I heal, 
As thy touch of faith I feel. 
Thou hast spoken well for me, 
Henceforth body, soul, are free. 


Matthew 14 : 22-33. 
Courage, children! dark the night, 
Fierce the storm, long wished the light, 
Visions make you sore dismayed, — 
It is I, be not afraid. 


Acts 22 ; 1-23 : 11. 
Courage, child ! the mob is gone, 
Thou for me must speak in Rome, 
Harm they cannot bring to thee, 
For I’ll guard on land and sea, 


John 16 : 25-33. 
Courage, children ! peace is mine, 
Though the world may see no sign ; 
Yet in me your hearts shall win ~ 
Joy, and victory over sin. 


Matthew 28: 20; Hebrews 13: 8. 
Courage, child! thy Lord is here 
As in days of yore to cheer. 
Hear him speak when hearts beat wild, 
Saying alway—Courage, child ! 
ToLEepDo, OHIO, 
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Children’s Day Flowers and Offerings 


HE date of Children’s Day is all but universally 
accepted as the second Sunday of June,—June 
8, this year. Some Sunday-schools take the 
first Sunday in June because the variety of flowers is 
growing more and more limited as the withering heat 
of summer approaches, It is late in temperate cli- 
mates for carnations, which are the symbolic flower 
for Mother's Day (Sunday, May 11). Roses and 
daisies and ferns have to be relied on for decorations. 
Many a school continues the custom of inviting the 
members to send their canary birds to help on this 
joyous occasion, The cages are hung all about the 
auditorium and the bird music is enjoyed by all. 
The offerings for Sunday-school extension are en- 
couraged by denominational Sunday-school,;and home 
mission boards which usually offer free an attractively 
printed program to all who promise to aid this good 
cause. Large sums are raised in this way. 


—— 
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| { Have We the Original Words of the Lord’s Prayer ? 


An advance notice of a recent discovery of what may possibly be the very words used by Jesus in the 
Lord’s Prayer, is included in the month’s archeological review by Professor Melvin Grove Kyle 





The ‘‘ David’’ in Babylonia 
ET us recall Daudu, king of Adad, the King David 
of early Sumerian times in Babylonia, whose dis- 
covery by J. Edgar Banks in his excavationsat Bis- 
mya was noticed not long since. It will be interesting 
to learn how this new King David has been received by 
the goodly company of Sumerian scholars into whose 


‘presence Dr. Banks so suddenly and unexpectedly ~ 
introduced him. Professor Barton of Bryn Mawr has - 
~ been cultivating the acquaintance of this interesting - 


_old Sumerian gentleman, and finds him, so he tells 
me, quite a genuine character ; but David was not ali 


‘ his name; His full name was Lugal-Daudu;, after a - 


* very common formation of proper names among the 
~ Sumerians. Professor Barton makes another sugges- 
tion of caution which is still more important ; this, 


namely, that while his name has in it undoubtedly _ 


the name David, any historical connection between 
him and the Israelites would be very far-fetched and 
hardly to be thought of. Still it is a very interesting 
fact that the name David has been found in ancient 
records. 


The Language Jesus Used 
‘AUCH is said in these days about: ‘‘the very 
words. of Jesus.'’ Bibles are printed which 
have the words of Jesus in red~letters. The 
very words.of Jesus are, in some sense, more precious 
to us than other portions of Scripture. A very in- 
teresting discovery of what.is. very probably in a 
peculiar sense ‘‘the very words of Jesus’’ in one of 
the most precious portions of Scripture will interest 
us much, It comes before us in this way ; the recent 
meeting of the American Oriental Society was held at 
the University of Pennsylvania, March 25-27. Among 
much ‘‘dry as dust’’ material, which, however useful 
to the learned world, would only make the public 
sneeze, were also some things of surpassing interest. 
- That for which the readers’ of The Sunday School 
Times will care most was an announcement made by 
Professor Torrey of Yale University. It is well known 
that our Lord's own tongue while upon earth was the 
Aramaic. Whatever language he may have spoken 
upon occasion to the public, his private instructions 
to his disciples were most probably in Aramaic. The 
Lord’s Prayer was given as a part of such private in- 
struction. Professor Torrey announces the possible 
discovery of the metrical original of the Lord’s 
Prayer in the words of his own tongue. By the,kind- 
ness of the Professor I am able to give advance notice 
of this discovery. Those interested in a full discus- 
sion of the subject and in examining the evidence will 
find Professor Torrey’s paper in the Zettshcrift fir 
Assyriologie some time in the autumn of I913. I 
have great pleasure in giving here an- abbreviated 
account in his own words: — - 

‘« In the volume of essays published in honor of Pro- 
fessor Toy of Harvard, in 1912, I presented a paper 
on ‘The Translations from the Original Aramaic Gos- 
pels.’ A principal purpose of the paper was to show 
that the author of the Third Gospel based his work on 
original Semitic sources. Proof was offered that the 
account of Jesus’ infancy in Luke 1 and 2 is a close 
translation from a Hebrew original. Similar evidence 
was brought forward to show that in the other parts of 
the Third Gospel, where the material differs consider- 
ably from that iri Mark and Matthew, the difference 
is due to the fact that Luke is translating, and ren- 
dering faithfully, from Aramaic documents. 

‘«One of the passages chosen by way of illustration 
was the Lord’s Prayer, as reported by Luke. Rea- 
sons were given for believing that Luke is translating 
closely and carefully from the Aramaic in this for- 
mula, I translated Luke’s Greek of the Lord's 
Prayer back into Palestinian Aramaic, word by word. 
After publishing this, Professor Littmann of the Uni- 
versity of Strassburg called my attention to the fact 
that two of the six lines, or phrases, of my Aramaic 
text of the prayer are verses in. exact seven-syllable 
meter ; these were the phrases ‘And forgive us our 
trespasses,’ and ‘ Lead us not into temptation.’ Iwo 
other lines, ‘Father, hallowed be thy name,’ and 
‘May thy kingdom come,’ can be made exactly 
metrical by making a very slight and entirely legiti- 
mate change of one syllable in each, sacrificing 
neither the Palestinian idiom nor the faithfulness of 











More often repeated perhaps than any cther words 
of Jesus, the words of the ‘“* Lord’s Prayer ’’ do not 
have for us the startling newness that they had for 
those disciples who probably had not before learned 
to address God as ‘‘ Father.’’. To recover the very 
words used: by: our Lord in this prayer would add 
fresh interest to its study, particularly if it be found, 
as Professor. Torrey’s discovery reported here sug- 
gests, that, spoken in the familiar Aramaic tongue, 
the prayer was in verse form. 








the rendering. On examining the two remaining 
lines, ‘Give us our bread day by day,’ and ‘For we 
forgive those who sin against us,’ it appeared at once 
that they also could be brought naturally into the 
same seven-syHable meter,—the same meter as that of 
the nursery prayer, ‘Now I lay me down to sleep.’ 
This meter, it should be said, is the oldest and most 
familiar of all the Aramaic meters known to us. It 
is found existing in Egypt, among the Syro-Palestinian 
immigrants of the Aramaic tongue, as far back as the 


“fourth century B.C, 


‘«The use of meters in formulas to be recited, and 
especially in prayers, is of course most natural, and 
has a great many illustrations.’ There seems to be a 
real probability that the original form of the Lord's 
Prayer has here. been found, since the accidental ap- 
pearance of these six lines of the formula in exact 
syllabic meter, and faithfully rendering the most 
primitive Greek text, would be almost a marvel. No 
attempt, for instance, to render the Gréek of Matthew 
into metrical lines can succeed. It should be added, 
finally, that the Aramaic prayer thus restored has not 
only metric rhythm, but also rhyme, in each of the 
three couplets. The rhyme may be accidental, but is 
certainly present.’’ 


A Home of Jewish Priests 


ERE VINCENT, one of the most accomplished 
archeologists of the Dominican Convent of St. 
Stephen at Jerusalem, has recently discovered an 

ancient Jewish tomb at Djifneh, the ancient Gophna, 
at which place Talmudic history locates the residence 
of a large number of Jewish priests. The Jerusalem 
Talmud contains the interesting and amusing piece of 
information that eighty priests, or brothers, were united 
in marriage to an equal number of sisters in one night 
at Gophna !—an amazing statement, which probably 
contains this much truth : that Gophna was a general 
residence of priests. Josephus gives this historical 
fact that the notorious Antiochus Epiphanes appointed 
one Aikomos, or Alcemos, as high-priest. The tomb 
now discovered by- Pére Vincent at Gophna is the 
tomb of Salome; the wife of Aikomos. From the 
importance of this woman, indicated by the character 
of the tomb and the inscription, she is believed to be 
most probably the wife of that same high-priest. 

I have not noticed this because of any special in- 
terest which it has for the Bible student, but because 
it is a piece of incidental historical information. 
Every such incidental identification helps to certify 
the general correctness of the history of the times. 
This affords another illustration which serves to em- 
phasize the importance of the identification of biblical 
persons and places. Every such instance helps us to 
see the fallacy of that. method of criticism which 
urges that such identifications are of insignificant 
importance. 

P. Hughes Vincent, Revue Biblique, January, 1913, 
pp- 103-106. 


Could Jerusalem Withstand a Modern Siege ? 
NOTHER feature of the topography of Jerusalem 
and its environs is much misunderstood. The 
general opinion, gathered indeed from descrip- 
tive works, is that the city has valleys only on the 
east and the west joining each other on the ‘south. 
The deepest valleys are, indeed, there. But any one 
who could look out of my window north of the city 
would get a change of mind very quickly. Only a 
few rods away, a steep descent, which in many places 
is a precipice of forty or fifty feet, leads into a valley 
which runs like the dry bed of a very deep river almost 
directly east and west across the northern side of the 


city. Across this valley, directly opposite my window, 
was the great Roman camp of Titus when he besieged 
the city. Rightly defended, this valley would be an 
almost impassable moat on this side of the city. It 
is the upper part of the Kidron Valley, which, a half- 
mile to the east turns at a right angle to the south and 
rapidly descends to a great depth ; while, to the west, it 
continues growing broader and shallower, until it dis- 
appears, Thus the onlyside of the city completely 
open ‘to attack is the narrow highland between the 
upper end of the valley of Hinnom and the west- end 
of this northern part of the Kidron Walley. Beyond 
these valleys in every direction lie high ridges: Sucl 
ridges, in these days of long-range projectiles, would 
put the city absolutely at the mercy of a foe occupy- 
ing them, In the olden days they were beyond the 
range of every kind of projectile known to warfare. 
Thus these mountains with the intervening valleys, 
wide natural moats, helped to make the city impreg- 
nable and inspired the Psalmist’s theme : 


** As round about Jerusalem the mountains ever stand, 
So God his people will surround and ever more defend.’’ 


Joseph’s Pharaoh a Foreign Ruler 


HE narrative of Joseph's Egyptian career as re- 
corded in the Bible is certified to an early author- 
ship within memory of Hyksos times by its most 

exact agreement, not simply with general Egyptian ways 
which might be arranged by a cultivated author at 
any time, but agreement with peculiar conditions and 
customs prevailing in Hyksos times, made known by 
recent discoveries, but unknown to the world outside 
of Egypt from the expulsion of. the Hyksos down to 
the present age of discovery. Not to mention many 
little things in. Egyptian custom, a writer unfamiliar 
with conditions in Hyksos days would not have made 
Joseph and Pharaoh understand each other about 
God, but would have made the "king speak as a woy- 
shiper of Egyptian gods. Why should any one make 
the Egyptians promise to be servants of Pharaoh, ex- 
cept one familiar with the fact that the Egyptians 
generally never acknowledged their fealty to these 
foreign kings during the early part of their reign ? 
Again, to one only familiar with late Egyptian life, 
such a thing as the prime minister being obliged to 
hold himself aloof from his subordinates, Egyptians, 
because of caste feeling against him would have been 
inconceivable. Yet so was the situation in the days 
of the Hyksos, when to every Egyptian the hated for- 
eigner was a ‘* pest.’’ 


What is Under Jerusalem’s Streets ? 


HIS evening, as I came with a party of friends 
from a visit to the Jews’ Wailing-place, I noted 
a strange thing. The Wailing-place is down in 
the depths of the Tyropceon Valley by the west face 
of the old foundation wall which supported the temple 
area. We were coming to meet our carriage, which 
awaited us inside the Damascus Gate, near the upper 
end of the valley. We were thus coming directly up 
the valley and, after the fashion of valleys, there 
should have been a gradual ascent. Instead of this, 
we were led by the guide up irregular flights of 
steps, in fact streets of stairs, as though surmounting 
quite a ridge. What is a ridge doing across a steep 
valley ? or has the valley suddenly ended against the 
higher land? No, not that, for almost immediately 
after we had reached the top we began a steep descent 
by similar streets of stairs, yet still going on in the 
same general direction up the valley, until we_ had 
reached nearly the same level from which we had 
started down by the Wailing-place. I had noticed 
this strange configuration of the city many years 
ago. 

Doubtless nearly every one familiar with Jerusalem 
has wondered about it. The streets are very narrow 
and crooked and largely made into arcades by over- 
arching roofs extending from house to house across 
the street, so that nowhere can this ridge be properly 
viewed, but there can be no doubt in the mind of any 
one who walks up that way that the ridge is there. A 
ridge across the valley at this steep part ; what is the 
meaning of this? There can be no natural ridge 
across the valley. A dividing ridge, sending a valley 
each way, is here not to be thought of. Whatever 
obstruction is here must be artificial. It is of course 
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possible that the ridge only marks the heaps of 
rubbish of the ancient city upon which the modern 
city has been built. It may be also, and this seems 
much more likely, that this ridge directly across the 
valley marks the place of an ancient causeway that 
crossed the valley from the Temple area to the western 
hill. The eastern end of this seeming ridge touches 
the Temple area very near the place where in Roman 
days the Tower of Antonia stood. 

In the impossibility of extensive excavations within 
the city, nothing is so much needed, or would so much 
help, as a complete series of topographical soundings 
down to virgin soil for the construction of a topo- 
graphical map of the exact contour of the ground upon 
which the ancient city stood. Such a work well done 
might solve many problems. 


From the author’s Palestine note-book, April 19, 1912. 


Early Dates that are Merely Guesses 

KIN Dof base-line date in early Babylonian history 

has for long been that of Sargon, at about 3800 B,C. 

But for a while there have been some Assyriologists 
who have felt much inclined to bring this date down 
about one thousand years, Now vigorous effort is 
made to determine this later date mathematically by 
means of astronomical data. If the astronomical evi- 
dence were positive and certain the conclusion would 
be also final, Unfortunately the evidence can only 
as yet be announced as ‘‘ probable,’’ 

There can hardly be any doubt that many of the 
dates of great antiquity in Babylonian history and also 
in Egyptian history will ultimately be much lowered. 
The method so often used in obtaining those dates, 
especially inthe mounds of Babylonia (the measure- 
ment of the thickness of the layers of débris, some 
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dated and some undated, and the application of the 
rule of three to the undated ones), is so essentially 
precarious that the dates so secured may never be re- 
ceived except provisionally for the purpose of arrang- 
ing the history in some kind of systematic order. 
Cities are not destroyed at regular intervals, nor do 
they leave an amount of débris proportionate to the 
time the city had enjoyed peace. Yet the applica- 
tion of the rule of three in such cases assumes these 
things. The general public so often does not under- 
stand that dates so derived are only provisional and 
for purposes of order and system, and so accept these 
uncertain dates as fixed points in history, and often 
base critical and theological conclusions upon them ; 
alas ! 

The method recently urged so earnestly by Professor 
Jastrow of indicating in archeological books those 
dates which are known and those which are only esti- 
mated for convenience, is most heartily to be com- 
mended, This uncertainty of dates raises no real 
Bible controversies, for there is no absolute chronology 
of early biblical events known, such as we understand 


chronology. The chronology of the events is, of 
course, all right. It is only our ignorance of it that 
is at fault. Devout Bible students are at liberty to 


accept any dates that may really be established for 
early Bible history. But it is very much in the 
interest of clearness and a proper understanding of 
that history that the general public should know what 
dates are really accurate and what are only estimated. 


E, Dittrich, Or. Lit. XV, 1912, Cols. 104-108. 





The letter of Dr. Jeremias concerning the discovery of the sarco- 
phagus, which appeared in the issue fe 18, should have been 
credited to Dr. a Jeremias, instead of Dr. A. Jeremias. 


PHILADELPHIA. 





[ Letters of a Father and Son 


By John Douglas Adam, D.D. 


L 








Dr, John Douglas Adam has written a stimulating series of ‘‘ Letters of Father and Son During 
College Days,” of which The Sunday School Times has secured five, for immediate publication in 
these columns. The father discusses his son’s very human problems with uncompromising vigor, 
but with a sympathetic insight that shows he has not forgotten his own wrestlings with strength- 


stealing habits. 


On Reading Newspapers 
Being Interested in People 


1. LEARNING TO BE LEISURELY PUNCTUAL 
DEAR FATHER: 


I am beginning to find out already the diffi- 
culty of getting everything into my program in any- 
thing like an orderly manner. Iam nota particularly 
punctual person. It was only on Friday afternoon 
that a plan for a walk into the country fell through 
because I was late for the engagement. It was dis- 
covered that we could not reach our destination in 
time to carry out a proposed visit to Seton’s cousin, 
and catch the only suitable train back. 

I could see that Seton was somewhat nettled over 
my unpunctuality, because he had arranged with his 
cousin that we should reach his house at a certain 
time, and he had to telegraph that the arrangement 
could not be put through. 

He was very nice about it, but his accustomed 
good humor had a hard struggle with a perfectly natu- 
ral feeling of irritation. 

I was in the gymnasium and forgot the flight of 
time. The usual excuse. It is not only the habit of 
punctuality which I wish to cultivate, but of being 
punctual without arriving in a stew. 

I have seen men who try to be punctual, but they 
do it in a cyclone of excitement. I would really like 
to meet my appointments promptly, but without doing 
it to the tune of banging bureau drawers and slam- 
ming doors. I do not care to live the life of a slave 
to my watch, and of being always out of breath in the 
process. You may remember a half-witted man whom 
we boys called ‘* Trotting Bob.’’ He was always on 
the run, banging into people full tilt, and I suppose 
he was only on his way to buy a box of matches, I 
do not care to be punctual in any such fashion. 
James Saunders always provoked me when he wrote 
to me at school by signing his letters ‘‘ yours in haste."’ 
One wondered what in all the world he had to hurry 
about. Others have told me he exhibited the same 
nervous hurry when he called on them. He was 
always going somewhere else. 

I suppose that sort of thing gets to be a habit, and 
a habit which is kept up even when there is no occa- 


Other instalments in the series will take up: 


The Cruelty of Gossiping 
Spending Money Successfully 


sion for it. And no doubt it proceeds from a mental 
attitude, hurrying to the next thing before the thing 
in hand is half done. The things which must be 
attended to during the day demand the habit of punc- 
tuality in my life, but, as it appears to me, leisurely 
punctuality is the habit which is most desirable : the 
ability to keep the bearing of the football rush out of 
common life, the knack of being on time without let- 
ting people know that it has been a life and death 
struggle to do it. I would like to come down to break- 
fast as if I had had hours in which to get ready. I 
would like to sit talking with a man in his room with 
an atmosphere of composure and interest which would 
indicate that there was nothing else in the world for 
me todo. And in the same way to work hard at my 
duties without carrying about with me the odor of the 
midnight lamp. My desire is to be on time for 
everything, but to do it in such a way that I shall not 
seem to be trying to create the provoking and silly 
impression that I had to be something of a martyr in 
order to achieve it. z 
‘ad 


My DEAR ARTHUR : . 


The importance of being on time did not 
powerfully come home to me till I was twenty-eight 
years old, and I heartily wish the lesson had come my 
way at your age. Without going into specific details, 
the rebuke which was administered to me with some 
effect was most graciously done by a great man whom 
I had kept waiting. In the kindest, quietest way 
possible, he showed me what disorganization I had 
brought into his forenoon by my action. That inter- 
view sent me away with a burning hot operation going 
on in my mind, and it burnt its way into my penitent 
soul.» Like everybody else I had believed, on general 
principles, that unpunctuality was a nuisance, but the 
idea had not a definite grip upon my conduct. How- 
ever, on that memorable day, I saw the selfishness, 
the impertinence, of not being promptly on time. 

One has simply to consider for a few moments to 
see that the habit amounts to theft ; our lack of con- 
sideration may steal the time of people who have not 
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a minute to spare. It would sometimes not hurt them 
nearly so much if we stole their money. 

We criticize people for being tempted to lose their 
temper, but it often is one’s own thoughtlessness 
which created their temptation. It is the unpunctual 
person who is occasionally responsible for upsetting 
both the plans and the tranquillity of a whole house- 
hold, or a company of friends. Because the habit is 
not looked upon as such a dreadful thing as lying or 
swearing, it is allowed to run rampant without rebuke 
among people who consider themselves quite correct. 

Unpunctuality is a gross social injustice. One 
could not make some men angrier if he struck them 
in the face, than he can succeed in doing by keeping 
them waiting after the agreed time. And while a 
frank and humble confession of one’s failing is some- 
thing, it does not give back the other man his lost 


. time, or perhaps his lost temper, or his lost train, or 


his lost lunch, 

Unpunctuality is one of the most prevalent imper- 
tinences in our modern social life ; all classes of peo- 
ple are offenders, religious and irreligious, young and 
old, wise and unwise. For punctuality means to be 
on the minute and to make sacrifices in order to do it. 

And that requires not only a good watch in the 
pocket, but also a good one in the head. 

And the practise has to do not only with engage- 
ments, it applies to promptness in answering letters, 
the lack of which is sometimes a miserable form of 
cruelty. Its application also touches the matter of 
prompt payment of our bills. 

We owe the principle of punctuality not only to the 
world, but to our own work. Without a rigorous 
economy of time one constantly finds himself in a 
muddle, thinking he has far more to do than he really 
has, while the people who are doing the world's work 
are those who have learned to find time by economiz- 
ing it. 

But I recognize the sanity of the point which you 
make in regard to leisurely punctuality, The attempt 
to be punctual, and at the samé time giving no sug- 
gestion to others of hurry,and heat ; to open the door 
on the minute, and yet not to bring in a wind-storm 
which tends to send everything flying at the same 
time. Leisurely punctuality introduces the subject of 
margins of time, as one strives to have a margin in a 
bank account. Margins of time in the life of a day 
act like oil on machinery. Insufficient oil may cause 
a hot-box on a train and hold up everything..on the 
line, and an insufficient margin of time. may work in 
the same way upon the train of one’s engagements. 

One should plan for the margin, especially in the 
morning. If one can begin the day in -a leisurely 
fashion, the rhythm of leisureliness may go on through 
the day. It is like starting a song on the right key. 


. The question of a margin of time between the hour of 


getting up and breakfast is a matter of sufficient im- 
portance to command sound thinking. There should 
be a margin broad enough to permit all that one ought 
to do in that section of the day without hurry or omis- 
sion.. One should have ample time to dress, and to 
dress so as to be ready for the day, not the unshaven, 
slovenly, hurried approach to the breakfast table which 
is an affront to others, as it a lack of respect toward 
oneself. One should have time for private devotions 
which are not hurried into a meaningless repetition 
of words, which is a mere caricature of religion. The 
morning margin should give one’s life the accent, the 
tone, the pace, for the day. 

I would not venture to say how much time you 
should allow for your margin. You know what my 
habit is, but I would not think of trying to force it 
upon you. 

The important thing is that you should not be 
driven in anything you do. That you should begin 
the day in that leisurely way in which I saw the cham- 
pion ten-mile runner of the world start in a contest. 
His easy, unstrained beginning of the race, while it 
looked like a disappointment from the spectator’s 
point of view, was in part the secret of his victory. 

Concentrate the mind upon the thing in which you 
are for the moment engaged as you begin the day, not 
upon the things which are coming on afterward, 
Keep your imagination off the newspaper, or from the 
letters, or breakfast ; for if you let your mind fix itself 
upon the events which have not yet been reached, you 
will find yourself hurrying toward those things. 

They will capture your thoughts from the things in 
which you are engaged, and rush you through them 
in spite of yourself. The meaning and purpose of the 
margin of time will be spoiled by a hurrying mental 
attitude. It is not a period for indolence, for mere 
dreaming, but it provides the opportunity for/a leis- 
urely, self-possessed approach to the day’s work, fora 
quiet mingling of one's life with the rest of the world, 

The margin idea should have a. place at other times 
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of the day beside the morning, and in other concerns 
beside the matter of time. ~ It is a principle which 
should have a recognized place in the use of money, 
and of one’s physical strength. And most impor- 
tant of all, there should be a margin in character, 
in the sense of moral strength and depth, like re- 
serves which have, not been called out. It is the 
margin idea in character which is one of the funda- 
mental secrets of genuine influence with men, The 
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world instinctively feels it when there is a latent force 
in a man which has not-been expressed, a solid reserve 
fund of moral capital, which may be called upon in 
a time of emergency. 

And when such a man comes calmly to his appoint- 
ments on the minute, giving out all unconsciously the 
sense of a deep hidden reserve of strength slumbering 
till a crisis summons it, you are face to face with a 
leader of men. 





The 


Providence Man 


By a Modern Dreamer 


a 








It is not because of the beauty and fascination of the Joseph story that one-fourth of the opening 

book of the Bible is given to its telling. God’s world-plans were centered in Joseph and his 

family. Joseph, in * trying out” these brothers, was testing men who were to be founders of 

the nation that was to be a kingdom of priests, through whom alone God’s salvation was to flow 

out to. allmen. The Dreamer’s vision of this testing-time of ‘long ago gives an insight into the 

Fathe:r’s methods with us all, while it reveals Joseph as a foregleam of the great Elder Brother 
who came not to judge but to save. : 


A° I sit in April sunlight by my great bow-window, 
[ look out upon the budding trees and the 
opening little leaflets, tender green things, pale 
and fragile-looking, as though a robin’s wing might 
brush them loose from their moorings and send them 
fluttering to an untimely grave by the hedgerow. Now 
the wind rises threateningly and tosses and tests these 
leaflets with violence which seems for them like the 
hurricane that rends the flapping sails at sea. The 
branches sway and the leaflets flap and snap as though 
every instant they must surely be torn away. But 
they are not. The fastening of the leaves is but 
firmed, the stem grows stronger, and by this constant 
swaying and tossing the sap flows more freely, the 
leaflet becomes a leaf, and the tree spreads out its 
lungs to the April breeze and takes deep breaths. Its 
foliage is completed and summer comes. That rude 
threatening wind is a way of Providence to give char- 
acter and greatness to the tree. 

Does not God who walked among the trees of the 
garden walk also among men? And does not the 
‘wind of the day,'’ which tries the leaflets to de- 
velop them, set trials also of human hearts in the 
moral government of the world? The eyes of our 
souls are short-sighted, and we cannot see beyond the 
narrow horizon of human existence to know how it 
may be with creatures elsewhere; but certainly for us 
here in this world it takes trial to bring out character, 
just as certainly as the April winds are needed to 
waken the trees into fullest life and bring them to 
their strength. So ‘‘thorns and thistles’’ entersinto 
the conditions of life, and with ‘‘ the sweat of thy face 
shalt thou eat bread.’’ This world now affords rough 
wrestling of man with nature for existence, to the end 
that his life may be more worth living. So he must 
drive his camel from fountain to fountain amidst the 
scant herbage of the desert, and reap his harvest by 
handfuls on the arid plains of Arabia ; must shoulder 
his rough way among the boulders of the mountain- 
sides of Croatia to bring home an armful of vegetables 
and a loaf of black bread for the wife and little ones ; 
must dig and strain with aching back among the 
stumps of the field in the richest woodland of pioneer 
America, and toil with infinite weariness to turn ‘‘ the 
stubborn glebe,’’ and break up the matted sward of 
centuries on the broad prairies of the world. Even if 
he would lie under the plantains of Cuba with his 
hand within reach of the luscious fruit, the torrential 
rains of the tropics compel him to toil for shelter. 
God's providential care for men is also arranged that 
he should constantly be put to the test. Afflictions 
are all to this end, that character may be brought out, 
moral sinews developed. Disease brings man to pov- 
erty, disaster wrecks his confidence, and mystery 
thwarts the best laid plans of life. All these things 
are but threatening breaths of Providence to make 
human character as that April wind makes tree char- 
acter before my window this morning. 

So God uses the powers of nature and the devices 
of Providence to make greater men and women. Does 
he also use persons to the same end,—persons of 
earth or heaven or some other portion of the celestial 
universe as tutors for his children in this world’ Is 
there such a thing as the ‘‘ providence man’? 


The watchmen watched by the walls of the city. 
Long empty caravans of beasts of burden toiled in 
from the desert to approach the causeway and pass 





over the wall into the fortified enclosure of the govern- 
or’'s palace, where all must pass under the watchful 
eye of the inspectors of the Great Steward of the Realm 
before they are allowed to apply to the public grana- 
ries by which all the world lived, in this the second 
year of the famine. 

A company of Aamu from Canaan approach the 
entrance, their lean asses footsore and weak from the 
desert, the men themselves tattered and hungry- 
looking. as they lag behind their beasts. While we 
look at them, the master of the guards has spoken a 
few words, and a watchman turns silently away by a 
private entrance to the city, hurries to the palace, de- 
livers his report, and returns to his post ere the dust- 
covered men from Canaan have gotten their turn to 
pass over the wall. When they approach the inspect- 
ors within the walls, the word ‘‘spies’’ is whispered 
around, and the chief steward himself comes in to 
conduct the investigation. 

At the first look he turns pale and leans upon his 
attendants. Therecan be no doubt. That is Reuben, 
who said, ‘*Cast him into a pit,’’ and that is Judah, 
who said, ‘‘ Sell him and get some money out of him.”’ 
His old mother-tongue trembles on his lips. But he 
checks himself, —the soft Hebrew dies away unspoken. 
He settles back on his royal chair, the stern look of the 
judge hardens his face as he calls for an interpreter. 

Under his searching questions the Aamu are puz- 
zled, amazed, but suspect nothing. The brief exami- 
nation ended, the decision comes sternly, seemingly 
heartlessly, ‘‘ Ye are spies.’’ 

They protest, plead ; in their trouble they are con- 
science-stricken and exclaim,‘ ‘‘ We are verily guilty 
concerning our brother, in that we saw the distress 
of his soul, when he besought us, and we would. not 
hear ; therefore is this distress come upon us.’’ 

What can be the matter? There is a stir among 
the fan-bearers ; the great man's head drops, and he 
suddenly rises while the brothers look on in consterna- 
tion as he hastens to an inner chamber and breaks 
down in uncontrollable weeping. 


S WE gaze through the overcharged atmosphere of 
that strange scene, down through the dim vista of 
centuries, a vision appears : the turrets of a city 

wall, and, beyond, the domes of great houses and the 
gleaming whiteness of a temple. Overlooking the city 
from the mountain-side is a sad, majestic figure on an 
ass’s colt. This man also weeps, but the city is all- 
unconscious that it is the day of her trial. The caval- 
cade passes on, the trial is passing, and the city is lost. 
As the great man of Egypt raises his head, the vision 
of the city fades away. The chief steward wipes his 
tears and comes out again to his chair, and the trial 
of the brothers proceeds to the sentence, —but differ- 
ently. And now begins, also, a long series of special 
clemencies and favors to win, at the same time that 
he tries, these wayward brothers, Only one is sent to 
prison as a hostage; all the rest are paroled. A 
strange requirement is imposed upon them that, as a 
proof of their truthfulness and good faith, they bring 
with them the one remaining younger brother when 
they return for the next supply of corn. Provision of 
food is made for the homeward journey, as though 
they were guests to be given a lunch-basket instead of 
foreign suspects out con parole, Their money also, 
which they had paid for grain, is surreptitiously put 
into each man's sack of grain which he carries home 
for the hungry loved ones there. 
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When starvation overcomes the old father’s fears, 
andthe men come again and approach the wall to enter 
intothe city, bringing the younger brother with them, 
the silent messenger again brings swift word, and an- 
other messenger from the palace brings the brothers 
thither ; and, amazing thing, Simeon, the hostage, is 
allowed to join them! And then, amidst all their 
fears, they are feasted. The more they tremble, the 
more the mystery deepens. They are seated accord- 
ing to their ages, and portions come from the chief 
steward’s table, the great portion, the token of special 
favor and honor, to the young lad. Again, as we 
look on, there is a fluttering vision of things far 
away, another feast and the ‘‘sop’’ of honor and 
favor is given to one on trial, but it is only for a 
moment, and the vision is gone. One favor is added 
to another in bewildering profusion, and yet the trial 
Zoes On. 

They think their troubles are over as they are dis- 
missed in joy, and all sent on their way homeward. 
Alas, a royal constable overtakes them, arrests them 
on a charge of theft, finds the missing silver cup of 
the chief steward in the sack of the youngest! They 
all stand by him, and return in disgrace with him to 
stand once more before the chief steward. The young 
lad is condemned to slavery, and then Judah, who 
said, ‘‘ Let us sell him and get some money out of 
him,’’ pours forth the most touching, eloquent, self- 
sacrificing plea that ever moved a judge to clemency. 
Again the royal head droops and the fan-bearers be- 
stir themselves ; but he waves them away with au- 
thority, and sends every attendant from the room. 
And he said, ‘‘I am Joseph ; for God did send me 
before you to preserve life. So now it was not you 
that sent me hither, but God.’’ The trial is at an’ 
end. It has been the means of winning over com- 
pletely these now penitent brothers to a better life. 
For them Joseph is the providence man, 


ES, Joseph is the Jrovidence man. Is he the only 
one? Is it possible still to raise that oldest ques- 
tion of casuistry, ‘‘ Am I my brother's keeper ?’’ 

Every tutor of life is the providence man. All the 
close relationships which exist among men in this 
world, giving one the. opportunity for influence over 
another, set the providence man is his place of power 
and authority, to ‘‘try the spirits, whether they be of 
God,’’ as ‘‘the Lord trieth the righteous,’’ even as 
metals are tried in the refining. What else can be, 
the meaning of those devices for restraint and stimu- 
lus which parents employ with such blessed effect in 
the development of child character? And teachers 
in the transforination of youth into noble manhood 
and womanhood? or magistrates in the restraint of 
evil and the encouragement of good ? 

Every competitor in business is the providence 
man, the ‘running mate,’’ who puts us to our su- 
premest effort and brings out the best there is in us. 
Even ‘‘the wrath of man”’ as the providence man, 
He makes ‘‘to praise him.’’ No one can justify all 
of Juseph’s conduct in endangering the lives of his 
old father and all the little ones in the far-away 
Canaanite home while he proceeded with Oriental 
deliberateness to put his brothers to the test. The 
Assyrian was the oppressor of Israel; he was at the 
same time ‘‘the rod of his chastisement.”’ 

So God, who makes his winds to blow the natural 
world into the renewed life of the springtime, and 
makes his moral government of this world to harden 
and toughen and strengthen the moral fiber of his 
human creatures, has also set among men the provi- 
dence man who, with greatness of heart as a Joseph, 
or in bitterness of enmity, as a Nebuchadnezzar, is his 
deputed agent.to ‘‘try the righteous.’’ Yes, the 
righteous, very especially the righteous ; ‘‘whom the 
Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son 
whom he receiveth.’’ ‘‘If ye endure chastisement, 
God dealeth with you as with sons, for what son is 
there whom the father chasteneth not ?’’ 

Is this the end? Is man the crown of this series of 
influences which put us to the test and develop moral 
character, the powers of nature, the winds of adver- 
sity, and the man who is set as his ‘brother's 
keeper’’ ? He who holds the winds in his fist, and 
from whom every affliction has its commission, 
‘‘where to go, whom to touch, and whom to pass 
over,’’ gave a Redeemer to this world and made him 
also a man among men. Ue made him a restorer of 
character as well as a redeemer of persons. The man 
in the vision of the trial of the Holy City, the man 
who gave the portion of honor to Judas at the Supper, 
the man who left his own in this world ‘‘as sheep 
among wolves,’’ was himself ‘led of the Spirit 
into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil,’’ and 
may we not expect from him many hard tests and 
trials in his dealing with us ? 

The ‘+ Providence Man"’ is the Son of man. 


So ee ee ge 
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LESSON 9. JUNE 1. JOSEPH TESTS HIS BRETHREN 






The Lesson Pilot 


By James M. Stifler 


Getting Started in Class 


ID you ever watch a wood-finisher at work? If 
you have not seen it done, you have no idea 
what a long time and what a deal of work it 

takes to make one of those finely-polished tables or 
that splendid carriage-body. How is it done? B 
varnish and elbow grease. ‘The surface of the wor 
is carefully varnished and let dry hard, and then it 
is rubbed smooth as glass with powdered pumice- 
stone or something of the same nature. Then it is 
varnished again and rubbed again. This is done not 
once or twice, but six, ten, and even fifteen times, and 
each successive coat and rubbing adds to the perfec- 
tion until the last glossy surface is given by the use 
of a soft cloth or the palm of the bare hand and some 
lishing fluid and more elbow grease. But now no- 
ice this: before you can begin a a pigce of 
wood, it must be perfectly smooth, just as smooth as 
sand-paper and cabinet-scraper can make it. If 
there is one little splinter picked up or one ridge left 
by the plane anywhere on the surface the filler and 
the varnishing will only make that defect more evi- 
dent than ever. Soitis scrape and sand-paper and 
hold up to the light, and scrape and rub again until 
the surface is perfection. Then it is safe to begin 
Ts It is just so with men and their charac- 
ters. ‘Che Father cannot begin polishing us until we 
have had all roughness, all sin and trace of it, taken 
off. Joseph was sand-papering the roughness off the 


conscience and hearts of those brothers before he be-. 


gan putting on the polish of prosperity. 





The Teacher’s Survey 
[The references throughout are to other lesson articles in the Times.] 

The teacher will probably think that this story of 
Joseph and his brothers has been divided into a good 
many separate lessons, and that it is not easy to 
make each section into a practical lesson for a class. 
Yet each one of these sections produces one great 
practical moral lesson. We have picked them out as 
we went along. ‘The arrest of Benjamin, leading up 
to the address of Judah, is the climax of the develop- 
ment that has taken place in the ten brothers. Now 
be prepared to take the preceding lessons and show 
a class these successive steps. Make a careful study 
of Judah’s speech, and compare it with the sort of 
men these brothers had been back there in Dothan. 
By referring to the preceding issues of the Times 
this may be easily done. Professor Clow's opening 
pemneraee each week will be a guide, or The Lesson 
Summary. Mr. ‘Trumbull’s ‘‘ Messages for the 
Morning Watch” (The Sunday School Times Co., 
$1) will suggest to you many practical Gospel appli- 
cations and interpretations. If the teacher has access 
to a Bible dictionary, many details of Egyptian life 
can be learned, and the more such that can A brought 
in the more real and human the story can be made. 
The aim in this lesson is to show how the carefully 

lanned predicament brought out an expression of 
fraternal self-sacrifice from the brothers, For an in- 
sight into the reasons for Joseph’s testing of' his broth- 
ers, read ‘‘ The Providence Man,” by a Dreamer,” on 
page 307 of this issue. rt 


The Class in Session 


The story of Joseph is a parable of sin, awakened. 
breaking out into.crime, overruled by innocence and 
purity, brought face to face with consequences, re- 
pentance needed, reformation shown, and forgiveness 

iven. It is a parable of the sinner and his sin and 

is Saviour. Jeseph has by this time abundant evi- 
dence that his brothers are conscious that they have 
sinned against him, but conviction of sin does not 
prove that the sin will not be repeated. Nothing is 
more common than ‘‘fruitless conviction of sin.” 

oseph will not be certain of the temper of his 

rothers until he can see whether they would sacri- 
fice a younger brother a second time or not, as Dr. 
Thomas says (v. 1). The object of all this setting of 
the stage is to put the brothers in just such a place 
that they will be forced to sacrifice either themselves 
or Benjamin, 

The feast had iv them in a good humor; their 
fears were allayed and their spirits elevated. It 
_ Seemed as though, after all, they were going to get 

away from Egypt with their corn, their younger 
brother, and with their sin undiscovered. How fool- 
ish their thought; they were in the hands of one who 
knew their past perfeetly, and who held them in the 
hollow of his hand. They leave Joseph's house with 
the customary blessing, no doubt, as Dr. Mackie’s 
first paragraph describes. But Joseph’s steward had 
concealed his master’s special cup in Benjamin's 


Genesis 44. Commit verses 16, 17 


4 And when they were gone out of the city, and were not 
yet far off, Joseph said unto his steward, Up, follow after the 
men ; and when thou dost overtake them, say unto them, 
Wherefore have ye rewarded evil for good? 5 Is not this that 
in which my lord drinketh, and whereby he indeed divineth? 
ye have done evil in so doing. 6 And he overtook them, and 

e spake unto them these words. 7 And they said unto him, 
Wherefore speaketh my lord such words as these? Far be it 
from thy servants that they should do such a thing. 8 Behold, 
the money, which we found in our sacks’ mouths, we brought 
again unto thee out of the land of Candan: how then should 
we steal out of thy lord’s house silver or gold? g With whom- 
soever of thy servants it be found, let him die, and we also will 
be my lord's bondmen, 10 And he said, Now also lg it be 
according unto your words : he with whom it is found shall be 
my bondman; and ye shall be blameless. 11 Then they 
hasted, and took down every man his sack to the ground, and 
opened every man his sack. 12 And he searched, and began 
at the eldest, and left off at the youngest: and the cup was 
found in Benjamin's sack. 13 Then they rent their clothes, 
and laded every man his ass, and returned to the city. 

14 And Judah and his brethren came to Joseph's house ; 
and he was yet there: and they fell before him on the ground. 
15 And Joseph said unto them, What deed is this that ye have 
done? know ye not that such a man as I can indeed divine? 
16 And Judah said, What shall we say unto my lord? what 
shall we speak? or how shall we clear ourselves? God hath 
found out the iniquity of thy servants: behold, .we are my 
lord's bondmen, both we, and he also in whose hand the cup 
is found. 17 And he said, Far be it from me that I should do 
so: the man in whose hand the cup is found, he shall be my 
— ; but as for you, get you up in peace unto your 
father. 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons 
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Your Lesson Questions Answered 
(The references here given are usually to paragraphs by num- 
ber, of the various lesson-articles in this issue of the ‘limes.) 

Verse 1.—Why did Joseph command his steward to 
return his brothers’ money to them? What sort of sacks 
were these ? (Clow, 3; Thomas.) 

Verse 2.—Was there any special significance attached 
to the silver cup that Joseph asked to have put in Benja- 
min’s sack? (Clow, 2; Thomas; Class in Session, 2.) 

Verses 4, 5.—Why did Joseph ask his steward: to follow 
his brothers and make this ee Te ? Whatis the mean- 
ing of the. reference to Joseph’s divining with the silver 
cup? (Thomas; Getting Started in Class; Class in Ses- 
sion, 3; Ridgway, 1; Mackie, 2.) 

Verse 9.—Who is referred to as ‘‘ my lord’’ ? (Thomas. ) 

Verse 13.—What was the significance of rending their 
clothes ? (Clow, 3; Thomas; Mackie.) 

Verse 15.—What did Joseph mean when he said, ‘* Know 
ye not that such a man as I can indeed divine’’? (Thomas.) 

Verse 16.— What ‘iniquity’? did Judah refer to? 
(Thomas.) 

Verse 18.—What was the meaning of the statement, 
**‘Thou art even as Pharaoh ’’ ? (Thomas.) 

Verse 20.— How old was Benjamin at this time? 
(Thomas, ) 

Verse 27.—What is the meaning of this reference to 
there being only two sons of Jacob’s wife? (Thomas. ) 

Verse 30,—What did Judah mean when he said of Jacob, 
‘*¢ His life is bound up in the lad’s life’’ ? (‘Thomas.) 

Verse 32.—How had Judah ‘‘ become surety ’’ for Ben- 
jamin ? (Clow, 6; Thomas; Class in Session, 4.) 

Verse 34.—What did Judah mean when he referred to 
**the evil that shall come on my father’? (Clow, 7; 
Thomas. ) 








baggage. Much is made of its being used as a 
divining cup. Dr. Thomas on verse 5, Dr. Mackie 
in paragraph 2, and Professor Clow’s second para- 
graph, deal fully with the nature of the cup and 
whether Joseph practised heathen divination or not. 

The steward overtakes the mena short distance 
from the city, and accuses them of the theft. They 
are indignant, and express themselves as willing to 
take a much more severe punishment than the stew- 
ard demands (Dr. Thomas, vs. 9, 10). When the cup 
is found in Benjamin’s sack, they are plunged into 


despair. But their despair produces a self-sacrificing 
action, as is shown in Professor Clow’s second para- 
graph. Once more they stand before Joseph, and 


now they are face-to-face with a situation that tests 
them to the breaking-point ; but note this: shey do 
not know on what particular point they are being 
tested. Professor Clow, in ae em 5, indicates 
the extreme temptation these brothers were in. They 
could easily have returned to their home in safety at 
the cost of sacrificing their younger brother and 
bringing sorrow upon their aged father. Evidently 
they have had enough of that sort of sin, and will not 
repeatit. Thatis real repentance. The closing scenes, 
as Professor Clow's sixth and seventh paragraph de- 
scribe them, are the culminating proof of the new 
hearts that these men have. Literature has no supe- 
rior example of the — of love’s pleading than 
Judah's speech. Dr. Thomas’ claims for it are not 
too high (vs. 18-34), and Mr. Ridgway, in his last 


Golden Text: Confess therefore your sins one to another, and pray for one another, that ye may be healed.—James § : 16 





* his brothers. 


agraph, is quite right in urging that great love 
Saale the Ps. effective woneitinee and teacher. 

Judah’s speech shows very plainly that these ten 
men have a fraternal feeling for Benjamin and a 
filial feeling for their father. This is the desired 
issue of all of Joseph’s dealings with them, and they 
are now prepared for the gracious reception from 
their brother that has waited on this proof of their 
true repentance, 


A Lesson Summary 

The transgressor always thinks that he can trans- 

ess and forget it, but he never yet has succeeded 
n doing it. Confession is not enougheither. Be- 
sides confession God demands that a man be so 
strengthened that he will never again sin that same 
sin. This was the object of Joseph’s dealings with 
He learned that they were convicted 
of their sin when they were first cast into prison, but 
he was not satistied until he knew that they would 
not commit that sin again. That fraternal, self- 
sacrificing love has replaced envy and hatred. The 
purpose of the discipline of life is always the same,— 
to drive out sin and replace it with a virtue. Jesus 
will never cease troubling us till the works of the 
flesh gives way to the works of the Spirit (Gal. 5: 
19-23). 
Questions for Class Use 


1. How does the steward show the same admirable 
character that we discovered in the last lesson? 

2. What was the brothers’ first argument in proof of 
their innocence of the charge of theft ? 

3. If they began searching with the oldest brother, whose 
sack did they open first ? 

4. Do you suppose that Joseph practised heathen acts of 
divination ? 

5. What better way had Joseph of knowing the future? 


6. What evidence is there of the family affection felt. by . 


these brothers ? 

7. Why would it require some boldness for Judah to 
make that speech ? 

8. What is the most beautiful sentence in it ? 


Other Teaching Points 


These brothers thought that they could manage things 
all right for themselves, They did not know how much 


this Egyptian knew about them, and how completely they . 


were in his hands. So we think we may go on our own 
way according to our own plans. Christ is our Joseph; 
he knows us better than Joseph knew his brothers and has 
infinitely greater power over the sacks, the money, and all 
the details of our living. 

It is the sudden changes that show us up. A railroad 
accident will show up those who are innately cowardly and 
selfish and those who are brave and helpful. Also much 
smaller things. Here are two tickets tothe concert. Who 
will go and who will stay home? ‘The first word spoken 
tells the story. 

Often we have a feeling that all the dramas and trage- 
dies and testings are being played out with other people 
and we are overlooked. Do not err in this. God does 
not overlook one little errand-boy or forget one obscure 
servant-maid, 

Fidelity is the same, whether shown in carrying out the 
wishes of an employer in small details or acting according 
to the will of the people as president of a nation. 

Being pe ag for sin is only the first step. What God 
wants is to have us prove that we will not repeat the 
failure. 

There is nothing moie beautiful and convincing than the 
eloquence either in word or deed of the spirit of self- 
sacrifice, 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 
(Gen. 45: 1 to 46: 7.) 

All the stories we like best’ end, ‘‘ and they lived 
happily ever after.” Life’s real tales do not always 
end so. Indegd, they never do except where sin 
and wrong are atoned for and put away. But the 
story of Joseph and his brethren does end hap- 
pily, because both Joseph and his brothers stood the 
tests of life and emerged on the right side. We are 
now to see how Joseph forebore even one word of 
reproach when he discovered himself to his brothers. 

1. Why did Joseph weep? 

2. What do you suppose the brothers’ first thought was ? 

3. Where was Goshen? 

4. What did Joseph mean by referring to his ‘* métth 
speaking ’’ in verse 12? 

5. See if you can discover in the lesson 

Some fellows that were struck dumb. 
A modest man. 

A message to the old folks at home. 
Hard times coming. 

Moving day. 

When a whole family got new clothes 

Evanston, ILL. 
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LESSON FOR JUNE I (Gen. 44) 


In the Refiner’s Fire 
By the Rev. Professor W. M. Clow, D.D. 


W* REACH in this lesson the last stage of the 

strange discipline of the sons of Jacob. They 
had pep in i es fire ang the first 

ay they set foot in t. ntil that day they 
cohenael that their sin, ci eenibeliy covered and be- 
coming fast forgetten, would not find them out. 
But, with the strange inquiries of this difficult and 
persistent Egyptian ruler, all their past had been 
brought to light. What questioning and counter- 
questioning went on between these men, keeping the 
secret of their common crime against their brother 
and their deceit against their father! Now they are 
about to.receive their last and perfecting discipline, 
and to be tested and shown, even to themselves, to 
have become true and penitent men. 

The core J opens with the interview of Joseph and 
his steward on the evening of the feast in Joseph’s 
house. At daybreak the men are away with ever 
man’s money-in his sack’s mouth, and Joseph's di- 
vining cup hidden in Benjamin’s sack. We cannot 
be certain that Joseph used this cup for divining, 
although he may have yielded to the customs of his 
adopted land. It is more likely that the cup was 
merely for ornament, and that the statement of its 
use in divination was made to assure them of Joseph’s 
knowledge and to heighten the crime of the robber of 
it. The men are not far out of the city before they 
are overtaken by the messenger. Their protestations 
of innocence are met by the searching of the sacks, 
beginning with the sack of the eldest. As each 
man’s money is found in his sack dismay falls upon 
these men, for they think themselves caught in a 
trap. But when then the divining cup, which must 
have been stolen, so far as they can judge, from Jo- 
seph’s table, is poured out upon the ground, with the 
corn, from Benjamin's sack, both dejection and terror 
seize upon them, No other course is open but to 
turn back, and face this implacable ruler again. 

We naturally wonder why Joseph created this 
fresh and most disconcerting situation. It was not 
to get these brethren back again, although now 
he had his purpose of bringing the whole family 
down to Egypt clearly formed. It was not to 
get Benjamin into his home, and gladden his eyes 
once more with the sight of his brother’s face, al- 
though a man of his tenacious affections was not 
wholly unmoved by such a motive. Joseph’s pur- 
pose was to test these men, and for that purpose his 
plan was perfect. Had they been what once they were, 
envious, embittered, murderous, jealous of Jacob's 
love for Benjamin, and callous as to their father’s 
gtief, they would at once have accepted the steward’s 
suggestion and abandoned Benjamin. They would 
have gone home without him, to tell the old man the 
sad and quite credible story that Benjamin had 
abused the kindness of his host, and that the spoiled 
darling of the old man’s heart had played the part 
of a petty thief. When they rent their clothes and 
turned back again to face the governor, and to en- 
treat him for Benjamin’s life and liberty, they proved 
that they were changed men, 

Now that casts a clear and strong light on God’s 
dealing with us. We sometimes wonder why sont 
early mistake, or some sin and fault of youth, can- 
not be entirely buried. We wonder why the per- 
verse events of life seem to.call it up from the dead, 
and to give us a shame in our hearts, even when our 
faces are schooled to make no sign. We are vexed 
to find that when we have sought and received for- 
giveness, and have made confession, the mutiny 
against truth or purity or honor still meets us and 
scourges us. But what God desires for us is pre- 
cisely what he desired for those ten brethren. It is 
not simply our penitence, or our shame, or our sin- 
cere desire to make amends for our past wrong-doing. 
What God desires is to see us entirely changed in 
character, and no longer under the power of the 
passion which wrought such evil in earlier days. 
He will keep us in the refiner’s fire until the passion 
of sloth, or greed, or pride, or vanity, or a 
ence, or whatever it may be, has been completely 
purged out of our natures. 

It seldom happens that one victory over a tempta- 
tion is final. That is why Jesus passed through his 
threefold trial in the wilderness. When Jacob’s sons 
gathered up the corn, and, laying their sacks upon the 
asses, returned to Egypt to stand by Benjamin, they 
had overcome the first temptation. But that tempta- 
tion meets them again in an almost irresistible form. 
When they prostrated themselves before Joseph, he 
opened a seducing way of escape, with a story such 
2s would make easy telling in Jacob’sears. To their 
proffer of becoming bondsmen he makes answer that 
he has no desire to keep them. Only ‘‘the man in 
whose sack the cup is found” must become his slave. 
That door of escape must have tempted, almost to 
the breaking point, at least some of these brethren. 
Had there been the slightest taint of their old bitter 
and vengeful feeling, the option would have beén 
regarded as heaven-sent. But when they stand firm, 
showing themselves to be bound together in an un- 
breakable bond of loyalty to their father and of ten- 
der affection to their brother, they show themselves 
disciplined and ready for the next stage in the history. 
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They show themselves animated by that spirit which 
shall make them the founders of the tribes of Israel. 
The closing scene of this lesson is one of un- 
approached pathos. As we see Judah standing out 
from the others and pleading with Joseph, we seem 
to feel the silence which fell upon all who listened, 
and to mark the deep affection of Joseph troublin 
his heart. Judah's speech ane by reasoning wit 
Joseph, and recalling the fact that his demand had cre- 
ated this situation. His peremptory command to bring 
down Benjamin had been the source of the trouble. 
We mark him passing on to appeal to Joseph’s com- 
passion as he speaks of the effect of this bereave- 
ment on Jacob. Then he reaches his consummation 
in the offer, ‘‘ Let thy servant abide instead of the 
lad,” ending with the declaration that he cannet go 
back to look on the overwhelming grief of his father. 

That scene pictures heaven upon earth. Such a 
spirit between brother and brother, and between 
man and man would solve all the problems of hu- 
manity, and bring in the kingdom of God. It is 
surely a reflection, through God's grace in Judah’s 
heart, of something higher still. ft is the earthly 
picture of that highest office of heaven fulfilled by 
our High Priest, Jesus Christ, who intercedes for the 
tempted and the weak, the wilful and the wayward. 
And the plea our Intercessor makes is precisely that 
used by Judah, It is the plea that he will be, as he 
has been, the bondman instead of the transgressor. 
‘* With his stripes we are healed.” 

The issue of such an experience in the refiner's fire 
is to bring men to a true repentance, that they may 
begin a nobler life. A true repentance is always one 
which is not only ashamed of the past, and not only 
perfectly annealed against the old temptation, but has 
set its feet in a new patn of a higher obedience. It 
is that new path on which these men haye entered 
when they offer themselves a ransom for their brother. 


GLascow, SCOTLAND. 
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The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By the Rev. Professor W. ti. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 


HE ConneEction—The time for revelation had not 
yet come. One more test was to be applied. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 

Verse 1—Commanded: The supreme test. whether 
the brothers would come to Benjamin’s help when he 
was discovered to be in danger, affording the best 
proof whether ben had become changed men, or 
whether they would treat Benjamin as they had 
treated Joseph.—Money : This does not seem to have 
been a test, but perhaps only the restoration out of 
considerate generosity.—Sack's - The usual recepta- 
cles for corn, made of coarse, thick haircloth (chap. 
37: 34, 42: 25). 

Verse 2.--Cup : A goblet or bowl, usually of a large 
size, out of which wine was poured ; to be distin- 
guished from the smaller cups from which it was 
drunk (Jer. 35: 5). 

Verse 5.—Divineth: Divination by cups for the 
gorpene of learning the future was observed in ancient 

gypt, and is still practised in some Eastern coun- 
tries. ‘‘Small pieces of gold or silver together with 
eres stones were thrown into the vessel.” ‘The 

gures formed on the water were interpreted by im- 
agination to convey the answer, The narrative seems 
to suggest that Joseph was in the habit of using the 
art of divination, though some consider that just as 
he used an interpreter and swore by the life of Pha- 
raoh, he was only conducting himself toward his 
brethren as an Egyptian weal do, thereby confirm- 
ing their belief that he was an Egyptian, and pre- 
venting detection. 


Verse 9.—Die-: The penalty in the Code of Ham-- 


murabi, with which they would be uainted: in 
Canaan. Death was inflicted for stealing from a 

alace, property being regarded as more sacred than 
ife.— 24) ord: A striking reference to Joseph, who 
is thus described several times in verses 5-9. Its use 
by the brethren is particularly significant. 

Verse 10.— Le? it be ; The steward ‘accepts less than 
they had proposed, for he asks only that the guilty one 
should be given up for servitude, not for death. 

Verse 13.—Renl their clothes: The outer cloak in 
which at night persons wrapped themselves (chap. 
9:23). The usual expression of profound sorrow. 
They were full of dismay and despair because the 
= was found in Benjamin’s sack. 

erse 14.—Fell before him: Another striking inci- 
dent in the light of the dreams (chap. 37 : 7-10). 

Verse 15.—Divine: See on verse 5. It is not nec- 
essary even here to assume that he was in the habit 
of practising it; it may still imply an es atti- 
tude to prevent premature discovery. It was as 
though he said, *‘Cannot a man such as I am, ini- 
tiated into the wisdom of Egypt, divine and so dis- 
cover the thief?” 

Verse 16.—/niguity : Not that they had stolen the 
cup, but that God was punishing them for their sin 
of years ago, and that they intended to accept meekly 
whatever should be laid upon them. ‘This confession 
was what Joseph had been endeavoring to obtain. 

Verse 17.—7he man: Joseph proposed to limit the 
punishment to the offender. They should return in 
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ace to their father, but leave Benjamin behind. A 
urther test whether they would still show hardness in 

sacrificing their father’s favorite to their own safety. 

Verses 18-34.—Judah’s speech on behalf of Ben- 
jamin has been 7 ropriately described as ‘‘ one of 
the masterpieces of Hebrew composition,” and ‘‘ one 
of the finest specimens of natural eloquence in the 
world.” A commentator points out his various 
speeches. It was his appeal to his brethren that car- 
ried the measure of Joseph’s sale (chap. 37 : 26, 27). 
It was he who prevailed on Jacob to let Benjamin go 
with them into Egypt (chap. 43: 8,9). And now it 
is he who makes his earnest appeal to Joseph on be- 
half of his young brother, proposing to remain a 
bondman for Benjamin. 

Verse 18.—Pharaok; Of such an exalted station, 
and able, like the king, to pardon or condemn. 

Verse 20.—A /ittle one: Practically the same ac- 
count as the brethren gave of themselves at the first 

chap. 42:13), exeept that Judah now beautifully 

wells on the threefold circumstance that ‘* the little 
one whose life was at stake was inexpressibly dear to 
his father for his dead brother’s sake, as well as for 
his departed mother’s, and for his own.” Benjamin 
was ‘‘a little one” compared with the rest of them, 
being at this time not much more than twenty. 

Verse 24.—7hy servant my father ; Notice the in- 
creased tenderness with which Judah alludes to his 
sorrowing father. 

Verse 27.—My wife: Rachel was always the wife 
of his affection (chap. 46 : 19).—Zweo sons; The only 
sons of Rachel, 

Verse 28.—/ said: Joseph here learns what hap- 
pened after they sold him, and how they deceived 
their father (chap. 37 : 31, 32). 

Verse 29.—Sheo/: See chapter 37:35. He would 
enter the unseen world with sorrow. . 

Verse 30.—Bound up: The life of the son was the 
life of the father, the two being, as it were, knit to- 
gether (see 1 Sam. 18: 1). 

Verse 32.—Sure/y: ‘That is, for his safe return 
(chap. 43 : 9). ; , 

Verse 33.—Bondman ; Magnificent heroism, a proof 
that the feelings of the brethren toward their father 
and Benjamin were now quite satisfactory. Thus the 
object of Joseph was realized. 

Verse 34.—7he evil: The terrible sorrow that 
would come upon the old man in the loss of his 

oungest and most beloved son. The family was at 
last united in feeling and interest, and Judah's ap- 
peal was the culminating proof that.they were now 
sufficiently disciplined for further and higher bless- 
ings from God. 


Wycuirre Co.L_ecre, Toronto. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


Fun.— Uf, follow after the men (v. 4). pee 
was certainly having lots of fun as he went along in 
his good work of bringing his ten brothers to the sal- 
vation point. Of course it was a serious business. 
But fun goes with seriousness. ‘‘ The joy of salva- 
tion.” I would have no use for religion at all if there 
was not more fun init than in anything else on earth. 
To scheme and work to get an old sinner into the 
kingdom is more fun than planning and landing a 
big order into the shop. Hunting and fishing don’t 
compare. ‘The way Joseph was playing with these 
ten was more skill than catching bass. He will 
pee land them and have them safe in his creel. 

know a man who is ‘' fishin’ crazy.” Two years 
ago he didn’t know a reel from a creel. Then some 
one gave him a taste of fishing, and now he talks 
nothing else. Same way incatching men. Once a 
man gets into the Christian life—all the way in—talk 
about fun, well! (Luke 15: 7; 2: 10.) 


A Bad Lot.—How then should we steal (v. 8), 
People who bring back overpay and people who have 

roperty don’t steal divining cups—up in Canaan. 
Folks sleep with unlocked doors up in Canaan. Down 
in Egypt it is different. Those who run the great 
stores can tell you almost incredible things about 
people of high position. I have known men with 
plenty of money to stealanickel. I have known them 
to lie for a cent. I have had one of them show me a 
way by which I could steal the carfare every time I 
cared to ride. Joseph had not been in jail and prime 
minister for nothing. He knew human nature. He 
laid his plans for this little drama true to Egyptian 
life—and United States life. Human nature never 
changes. ‘The man honest in a matter of business, 
the man who will return an overpayment, may steal 
a ‘‘divining cup.” The best of us are a bad lot. If 
you don’t have the love of God in your heart there is 
no telling what you will do (Psa. 14: 2,3; Mark.7: 
20-23). 


The Speeder.— 7icy hasted, and took down every 
man his sack (v.11). When a man is right he never 
drags. When a fellow is heart-pure and heart-free 
he is a Johnny-on-the-spot. Just watch the move- 
ment of a Sunday-school crowd. Observe the church 
people on the avenue. How they stepalong! I wish 
you could see the Sunday-school parades they have 
in Brooklyn. Somehow or other what we are gets into 
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our muscles, “It is no accident that the best 
workers, physical and mental, come out of 
homes where. God's Word is honored. We 
have foreigners here out of beer and whisky 
homes, and it takes about three to equal one 
good American Christian, 
mills get their advancing men among the 
foreigners from the Poles, 


make fine chemists. The laboratory of the 
Upper Mill is in charge of a Polish boy. 
Religion makes a man right. And when all 
is right inside things go with a hum (Heb, 
4:12, Rev. Ver.). 

Nemesis. Ze cup was found in Benja- 
min’s sack (vy, 12). ' Had ‘ta job set up on 
him,’’ ‘*Caught with the goods,’’ as you 
fellows say. The book doesn’t tell us how 
Benjamin felt about it, but it is careful to 
tell how Judah and the rest took it. I do 
not think Benjamin was very much disturbed. 
He was the only one with a clean past and a 
clear conscience, ‘The rest, like all crim- 
inals, felt that they were only getting what 
was coming to them. ‘God hath found out 
the iniquity of thy servants.’’ The old cat is 
along while coming back sometimes, but she 
has nine lives and will eventually turn. up. 
Be sure your sin will find you out (Num. 
32 : 23; Isa: §9: 12). ‘The other day a 
quiet man walked into the mill and said to 
John Wilkie, ** I want you.’’ pen under- 
stood, and his face whitened. It was a de- 
tective from the South, and John left Coates- 
ville that night. All that the rest of the 
shear gang knew was that ‘* John Wilkie 
went away with a strange man.’’ ‘They 
didn’t know John’s sin had found him out, 
just as yours will find you out. But keep 
your eye upon Joseph for salvation. 

How to Get It.--And Judah said (v. 16). 
This is one of the world’s greatest orations. 
It is always worth reading the Joseph story 
over just to be led up to this splendid out- 
burst of true eloquence and get the thrill of 
it. When a man really has something to say 
he can usually say it, These hearts and 
tongues God has given us are wonderful 
things. When the heart feels something 
the tongue says something. Mr. Preacher, 
are you listening? When we really and 
truly velieve men are lost to their Father as 
Judah believed Benjamin was lost to his 
father we will have a message and a tongue 
(Matt. 12 : 34). Every once in a while a 
mother who really and truly wants to get her 
boy to a trade comes to see me. You ought 
to hear her plead. But most of them come 
to see ‘*what I’ can do.’’ And they do 
nothing. Before you go after anything, see 
if -you really want it. Then sit down and 
read the Joseph story with the Judah climax 
to tune yourself upon. ‘Then you will get it. 


COATESVILLE, Pa, 
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The Illustration Round- Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the con- 
duct of this department. One dollar is 
offered for every anecdotal lesson illus- 

tration used, and two dollars for the best illus- 
tration each week. An important circular ex- 
plaining the acceptance of material, and the 
year's lesson calendar, will be sent for a two- 
cent stamp. 


The Power that Draws One Up.—Cor- 
fess therefore your sins one to another, and 
pray one for another, that ye may be healed 
(Golden Text), A despondent young man, 
wearied with repeated failure in his life, 
flung himself on a lawn near a fountain. As 
its jet of spray leaped into the air, flashed in 
the sunlight, and fell again into the basin, 
he said to himself, ‘* That is like my life. I 
make good resolutions, rise for a while from 
sin, and then fall back.’? Then he looked 
at a soft, fleecy, pure white cloud, and 
thought, ‘* That was once, perhaps, dirty 
water, but was drawn up by the sun. Oh, 
for a power to draw me up!’’ Jesus is that 
power. Heis faithful and righteous. He 
can forgive and cleanse. He can draw men 
and women out of their oft-repeated sin and 
failure into the sunlight of his purity.— 
James D. Lawson, Charlottetown, P. E. J. 
From Sunday at Home. 


Before the Revival Comes. — Con/ess 
therefore your sins one to another, and pray 
one for another, that ye may be healed 
(Golden Text). During a revival a leading 
old elder arose, and said, ‘‘ Pastor, I don’t 
think there is going to be a revival here so 
long as Brother Jones and I don’t speak to 
each other.’” He went to Jones, and said, 
** Brother, you and [I have not spoken to 


The Poles are | 
religious, and devoted to their church, Rol- | 
and Jeffers says he finds that the young Poles | 
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each other for five years. Let’s bury the 
hatchet. Here’s my hand!’’. A.sob broke 
from. the audience. Soon another elder 


, arose, and said, ‘* Pastor, I think there will 
| be no revival here while I say fair things to 
Our Coatesville | 


your face and mean things behind your back, 
I want you to forgive me.’’ Soon many 
arose and settled old scores. Then God be- 
gan to visit them. The meetings were 
crowded, and a revival broke out that swept 
to and fro over the district for three years. — 
E. Hovey, Toronto. From** Back to Bethel,” 
by F. B. Meyer. The prise for this week is 
awarded to this illustration, 


“*More Substantial than Prayers ’’ 7— 
Pray one for another (Golden Text), A 
missionary to Persia, when leaving this coun- 
try some years ago, was given a farewell 
meeting at a stopping-place on his way to 
his steamer, He had made no appeal for 
money, but at the close, as persons grasped 
his hand, one well-meaning young man said 
to him, ‘‘ We’ll try to send you something 
more substantial than prayers.’’ Quickly 
came the reply, in deep earnestness, ‘*‘ My 
friend, you can’t do that. We shall be glad 
of anything you may send; but more than 
all else we need your daily prayers.’’ The 
reason why prayer is the greatest contribu- 
tion we can ever make is that it releases 
| God’s energies. As James H. McConkey 
has pointed out, its secret is in the six words, 
‘*If ye ask, I will do.’’--4. W. Cooper, 
Allentown, Pa. From editorial in The 
Sunday School Times. 


Remembered in Prayer.—/ray one for 
another (Golden Text), A minister was 
praying at the bedside of a dying woman, 
** Wait a moment,” she said, as he started 
to rise from his knees, ‘I want to pray for 
you.’’ And very tenderly she prayed with 
her hands upon his head. ‘‘ For ten years, 
ever since you became my pastor, I have 
offered that prayer for you every morning 
and night,’? she told him. The minister 
went ¢ way with tears in his eyes and a strange 
warmth in his heart. He had known that 
this woman was sweet-spirited and true, but 
he had never guessed that he had a place in 
her prayers day and night. ‘I wonder how 
niany of my six hundred members pray for 
me,”’ lhe asked himself. Not all of them 
certainly, yet doubtless more of them prayed 
for him than he dreamed.’ The thought was 
sweet and helpfulto him. There is strength 
for all faithful men and women in the prayers 
of those who love them, Many a young 
man has been restrained from sin by the 
thought that his mother was praying for him. 
Many a daughter has found it easier to be 
faithful because she remembered the voice of 
her father as he prayed for his children, 
Many a care-worn man, laboring under dis- 
couragement, would take new heart if he 
could only know how many persons remem- 
ber him in their prayers,—Aflary Z. Watson, 
Hartford, Conn. From The Youth's Com- 
panion. 

Better than Patch-Work.— Confess ¢here- 
fore your sins one to another, and pray one 
for another, that ye may be healed (Golden 
Text), The preacher at a rescue meeting 
was pressing home the question of Jesus at 
Bethesda, ** Wilt thou be made whole ?’”’ 
Suddenly he leaned forward, paused an in- 
stant, then shot these words out: ‘* Remem- 
ber, men, it’s not paiched, but made whole.’’ 
*That’s it, that’s just it, and all of it,’’ re- 
sponded a man who, when the meeting was 
| opened, rose and said, ‘‘I patched for years, 
| but the patches fell off or made bigger holes, 
I had become a hard drinker. I lost my 
situation. I sobered up, got another situa- 
tion, failed again andagain. Still I patched, 
and still I fell. At last my wife and children 
| had to go away to her father’s, and decency 
| and clothes were gone. One wet, cold No- 
| vember night, as I sat, half asleep, in the 
| deorway of an empty house, a Bible-woman 
| asked me to come into the mission, Then 
; Jesus found me. He didn’t patch; he just 
| made me whole. And now we’re all to- 
| g¢ther and happy again.’”’-— M/s. R. W. 
| Lowe, Delevan, N. Y. From The Christian 
Budget. 
| Stead’s Prayer Habit.— Pray one for an- 
other (Golden Text), Dr. Henry Lunn, a life- 
long friend and literary co-laborer of the late 
| W, T. Stead, tells this characteristic inci- 
| dent: ‘*I received from him one Christmas 
' one of his little books, and in it was printed, 
|*To the companion of my Rosary,’ and 
: then followed my name and his signature. I 
; asked him what it meant, and he said, ‘I 
keep a list of all the people with whom I 
have been brought closely in contact, and 
‘each of them is down in my calendar for the 








day when he first crossed my path, and on 
that.day I pray for-him.’’ ‘Thus. closely did 
he unite himself with the people he met.— 
Vivian Fisher, Vittoria, Ont. From The 
Christian Herald. 
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Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By George M. Mackie, D.D. 


Missionary to the Jews, and Minister 
of the Anglo-American Congregation 
in Beyrout 


AS soon as the morning was light, the men 
were sent away (v. 3). Having been 
received as guests in the house of 

Joseph, they could not in Oriental propriety 
depart until he had given his sanction and 
benediction, The situation sometimes be- 
comes rather awkward when the guest finds 
he must end his pleasant visit, but his host 
persistently defers giving him the traveler’s 
blessing for the way. 

Whereby he indeed divineth (v. 5). In 
| the Jewish commentary on the passage the 
| cup of Joseph has a conspicuous place. The 

rabbis explain how Joseph came to know of 
| the arrival of his brethren, He had given 
| directions to the customs clerks at the ten 
| gates of the city to inform him at once if any 
| men from Syria having certain names should 
appear desiring to buy grain, He was sur- 
prised to find a different name presented by 
each of his ten gate-clerks, Jacob had told 
them to do this, as their stature and appear- 
ance might excite suspicion. Joseph gave 
orders to his grain-sellers to inform him when 
those men came to buy, but he had to wait 
three days, and then they all came together. 

They had determined to spend three days in 

the city trying if they could hear anything of 

the Midianite merchants or of Joseph. All 
this came unto Joseph’s spy-charge when he 
declared that the voice in his divining cup 
informed him that they had each entered the 
city by a separate gate, and that they had 
spent three days in secretly prowling through 
the city, and further that they were a dan- 





tacked a village and put its inhabitants to 
the sword, It was thus a very important 
cup ! ’ 

They rent their clothes, and. laded every 
man his ass (v. 13). The sack full of grain 
was bent over the broad pack-saddle, and 
the ridge was patted down so as to keep the 
load in its place and most of the weight down 
at the two ends of the bag. In order to 
avoid the danger of spilling the grain the bag 
had to be removed and placed on its end 
before the mouth could be opened and the 
cup searched for.. When all this had been 
done the load on each animal was replaced. 


ALEXANDRIA, EGypr. 
% 
One New Plan Every Week 


The Touch of Novelty that is Needed 
for Successful Teaching 


By Amos R. Wells, Litt.D., LL.D. 


HE QuvugEstTIon Sack.—Prepare for this 
lesson a cloth sack, about six inches 
deep, and large enough to admit a 

hand easily. Fill it with oats or wheat. 
Scatter about in the grain the following ques- 
tions on the lesson, each written or printed 
on a square of heavy cardboard or paste- 
board, about an inch square. The pupils 
are to take turns insertiug their hands, find- 
ing a question in the grain, pulling it out, 
reading it aloud, and answering it. It will 
be noted that each question is so framed as 
to be independent of the others, since the 
questions will not be asked in the right order. 
To provide for a review, place in the sack a 
piece of pasteboard cut in the shape of a 
cup, and covered with silver paper. The 
pupil who happens to draw this will take 
charge of all the questions as soon as they 
are answered, and when the sack is ex- 
hausted will ask the questions all over again, 
very rapidly. The following questions may 
be used, subject, of course, to any desired 
changes or edditions : 

Why did Joseph test his brothers so thor- 
oughly? How does God test our characters? 
What were the duties of an Oriental stew- 
ard? For what purpose did Joseph use his 
silver cup? What in our day corresponds 
to Joseph’s divination, and why is it foolish ? 
Was the trick that Joseph played on his 
brothers with the silver cup justified? When 
the silver cup was found in Benjamin’s sack, 
how did the brothers show that their charac- 





gerous band, for two of them had .once at- |. 
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ters had been improved over what they were 


when.Joseph was a boy? What might the 
brothers have done when the cup was found 
in Benjamin’s sack? What are we to do if 
we are falsely charged with meee, | done any 
wrong? How did Judah show his nobility 
when Joseph bade them all home and 
leave Benjamin as a slave? Why were all 
these misfortunes allowed to come upon 
Joseph’s brothers? How might. Joseph’s 
brothers have avoided all these misfortunes ? 
What lesson do you find for your own life in 
the incident we are studying ? 


AUBURNDALE, MAss. 
pe ‘ 
Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


These stereographs of Palestine and other 
portions of the nt are certainly unsur- 
passed. By the use of the stereoscope the 
are made living realities to an extent whic 
is positively startling to one who has trav- 
eled through the East.— President Frank K. 
Sanders, Washburn e 
HE brothers who entered Joseph’s Egyp- 
tian home with such respectful awe 
(Gen. 44: 14) were themselves pros- 
perous men in their way, but Joseph’s 
belongings must have been a good deal 
finer than anything they knew in Canaan, 
Egyptian life in that era was well advanced 
in the arts of the cabinet-maker, the weaver, 
and the metal-worker. If we visit at Thebes 
(see 21 on our map) the tomb of an Egyptian 
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prince who lived at about the same time as 
Joseph, we can see there, in wall-paintings 
done over three thousand years ago, just 
such clothing and jewelry, furniture and 
dishes, as the Pharaoh’s representative. must 
have owned when the brothers approached 
him with such deference. 

Looking through the stereoscope we see 
before us the stone walls of a room, covered 
with pictures painted on their smooth sur- 
face. The room is actually an artificial cav- 
ern, hewn from the solid rock of a great cliff. 
In two places we notice that big, square 
masses of the native rock were left like stout 
piers to support the weight of the cliff over- 
head. On the side of one of those piers 
quite near us we can see a picture, painted 
more than thirty centuries ago, but as clear 
and sharp in outline as if it had been done 
last year, A man (the Egyptian prince, Sen 
Nofer) wearing a linen robe, bracelets, and 
an elaborate necklace, like those presented 
to Joseph on his promotion (Gen. 41 : 41, 42), 








is seated on a chair which has beautifully 


carved legs and claw feet. His wife, whose 
simple gown shows an astonishing resem- 
blance to the modes of the present day, wears 
jewelry such as the women of Jacob’s own 
family had owned (Gen. 24 : 22-30) but 
probably finer in workmanship. Joseph’s 
wife Asenath must have looked like this great 
lady. The pictured princess is offering her 
husband a shallow bowl or basin, reminding 
us of the silver vessel which had been put 
into Benjamin’s grain-sack (Gen. 44 : 2). 

Use a stereograph entitled ‘* Painted tomb 
chamber of Prince Sen Nofer, hewn from a 
cliff at Thebes, Egypt.’ 


The Underwood Travel System is, under this 
heading, applied as usal to the lessons of the 
year. he use of the stereographs will be 
found a most practical help toward making the 
lesson places veal. Forty-five places will be 
visited during 1913 : the forty-five stereographs 
cost $7.50, and if they are all ordered at one 
time a cloth-bound, gold-lettered case is given 
free. Eleven places will be described with the 
lessons of this second quarter ; cost, $1.84. The 
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LESSON FOR JUNE I (Gen. 44) 


three for June cost 50 cents. Less than three 
in one order are 20 cents each, Stereoscopes, 
85 cents each. Lantern slides of the same 
scenes can also be obtained: plain slides, 50 
cents each; sepia-tinted, 55 cents; colored, 
$1.10. In orders for twenty-five or more prices 
ate: plain slides, 40 cents; sepia, 45 cents; 
colored, $1. Postage or express be pre- 

aid on all orders. Address ‘he Sunday School 

‘imes Co., 1031 Walnut St.,. Philadelphia, Pa. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 
A Prayer Before the Lesson.—We thank 


thee, our Father, for the blessed surprises thou 
dost have in store for us. We thank thee for 
the testing times through which thou hast 
brought us, and we thank thee for the bestowal 
of strength more than equal to the need of the 
hour. hen thou dost withhold from us thy 
full plan thou art still providing better for us 
than we could ask or think. Forgive our con- 
cern and distrust. Forgive us, we pray thee, 
for impatience and for the anxious mind that is 
so often in us when we cannot see the way be- 
yond the next step, though we know well that 
thou hast sought most patiently to teach us thy 
never-failing loving-kindness. We are more 
than safe in thy hands, even though we may not 
recognize at the moment thy hand of love in all 
thy dealings. We know that this is because we 
so easily forget. Quicken our remembrance, 
we pray thee, and may we work and rest in 


* the glad assurance of thine abounding love for 
- us. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 


After the Leason.— What is the title of 
to-day’s lesson? Yes, ‘* Joseph Tests His 
Brethren.’? Your superintendent has just 
been testing you to see how quickly you 
could come to order, and whether you knew 
the lesson title. You have also been testing 
him to see whether he would be orderly 
himself. We are always testing one another 
wherever we are,—the teacher in the school 
with the pupils, the employer in business 
with his employees, the father and mother in 
the home with their children, So it is every- 
where and in all. zinds of work. 

No one of us can escape the constant 
proving of whatever kind of ability we try to 


. use. Joseph. was finding out that these 
‘ brothers of his had improved in the course of 


years, They told a straight story, and 
Judah was ready to stand by his bargain with 
hisfather. This was a good test, because 
here was a brother from among those who 
had sent Joseph, their brother, away into 
Egypt and into bondage (as they thought), 
who Was now ready to be held as a bond- 
man jn place of another brother ; and this 
brother Kia not even know that they were 
being tested! How true that is of us, often 
and often. We become greatly disturbed 
and uneasy under circumstances which are 
simply intended to test us, and we are often 
surprised to find out that after all it was a 
loving test. As one professor said to a col- 
lege student: ‘‘ Do not get the idea that we 
professors want to have you fail in examina- 
tions. We are not trying to make it hard 
for you. We want to find out what you 
know.’’ 





GOD'S TEST "iy THE BEST 











Any trial of us that comes from God is in- 
tended not to break us down, but to bring 
out the best that is in us, and however hard 
it may look at the time, his love is back of it, 
and his blessing runs all through it, and 
his hopefulness for us underlies the begin- 
ning, the continuing, and the ending of such 
tests. Let us be thankful when God is thus 
working to bring us into the largest possible 
usefulness, 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


‘* Depth of mercy ! can there be.”’ 
‘ I need ‘Thee every hour.”’ 
‘* [was a wandering sheep.” 
‘* Lord Jesus, I long to be perfectly whole.” 
** My faith looks up to thee.” 
‘* The Great Physician now is here." 
** The mistakes of my life have been many.” 
‘* Though your sins be as scarlet."’ 
(References in parentheses are to the metrical 
Psalm book “* Bible Songs.’’) 
Psalm 139 : 1-3, 6 (298 : 1-4). 
Psalm 141 : 1-4 (301 : 1-3). 
Psalm 25 : 12-16 (53: 1, 2). 
Psalm 142 : 1-4 (303 : 1-4). 
Psalm 95 : 6, 7 (192 : 1, 2). 
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| Department Helps 


The Primary Teacher 


By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 





OTE.—Flags and flowers are a — 
ate for decorations because of Memo- 
rial Day. 

Before the Lesson.—Talk briefly about 
brave soldiers who were willing to die for 
their country. Sing a sanza of ** America.’’ 

To-day’s story tells of brave men who were 
ready to go to prison or die that their young- 
est brother might he set free. 

Review last Sunday’s lesson and Joseph’s 
interest in Benjamin. ‘‘ He that loveth his 
brother abideth in the light.” ‘* Love one 
another.”’ 

Lesson Story.—During the feast, Joseph 
wanted to tell his brothers who he was, but 
he felt that he must prove whether they 
would be more kind to Benjamin than they 
had been to him. 

While they were enjoying the feast, Joseph 
planned to test them. He told his steward to 
fill their grain-sacks with all they could carry 
home, to put all their money in the top of 
the sacks as before, and to put Joseph’s sil- 
ver cup in the sack of the youngest, with the 
money. The steward did so, 

Early next morning eleven brothers started 
home very happy that Simeon was with them 
and that Benjamin was safe. Their father, 
Jacob, would be so glad to see them all 
again, 

They hadn’t gone far before Joseph said to 
his steward, ‘‘ Hurry after those men, stop 
them and say, ‘ Why have you done evil for 
good? ‘The governor’s silver cup is missing ; 
you must have it.’’?. The steward overtook 
them and told them. The brothers were 
astonished and greatly troubled. They were 
so sure that the silver cup could not be found 
among them that they said, ‘‘ We proved 
that we were honest. We carried back to 
you the money that we found in our sacks 
the last time, and we brought extra money 
to buy food. Why should we want to steal 
any silver or gold? If you find that silver 
cup in any man’s sack, let him die, and we 
will be slayes to‘your governor.”’ 

The steward said, ‘‘ If we find that one of 
you has the. cup, that man shall be a slave 
and the rest of you blameless.’? Every man 
hurried to put his sack on the ground, and 
opened it to be searched. They saw the 
money in the top of the sacks as before. The 
steward began with the oldest, to search the 
sacks. One, two, three, four, five, six, 
seven, eight, nine, ten sacks searched and 
no silver cup found. Only one more, be- 
longing to the youngest. What a terrible 
surprise! The steward lifted the cup from 
Benjamin’s sack ! 

Poor Benjamin! Poor brothers! They 
couldn’t understand it, but there was the 
cup! When they saw it, they tied up their 
sacks, put them on their animals, and all 
went back to the city, They couldn’t go 
home and leave Benjamin. 

Joseph was anxiously waiting at his house. 
He saw them coming. They knelt before 
him. (He must have remembered his boy- 
hood’s dreams again.) Joseph said, ‘* What 
have you done? Don’t you know that I can 
find out such things?’’ 

Judah began to speak. He was the brother 
who suggested selling Joseph twenty years 
before, to be a slave. Had he changed? 
Would he be faithful to Benjamin, or leave 
him to be a slave in Egypt? ‘This is what 
Judah said: ‘‘ We can’t explain anything ; 
we cannot clear ourselves; we will all be 





| 


had tested their love, and found out what he 
wanted to know. The time was very near 
when Joseph must tell his brothers who he 


| was, (If you cannot wait until next Sunday, 


ask your parents to read about it in the 45th 
chapter of Genesis. ) 

As a memory verse use, ‘‘ Be thou faithful 
unto death’? (Rev. 2: 10). The older 
brothers were faithful to Benjamin, 

Hand-work, — Make as many marks as 
there were older brothers, and copy, ‘* Be 
thou faithful,’’ or ‘* Pray for one another.’’ 

After the Lesson, — Several boys went 
skating on a pond. One boy broke through 
the thin ice into deep water. Although it 
was dangerous, two other boys lay down 
near the edge of the hole, and held the 
almost drowning boy until their gees 
found the policeman, who brought boards 
and helped him out All of those boys were 
faithful to their companion, 
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My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett 


I. What the Cup ‘Test Revealed. 
II. What Judah’s Appeal Revealed. 
III. Joseph's Conclusion. 


ID any one eyer tell your ‘‘fortune”’ 
by reading tea-leaves in a cup? Or 
by dropping melted lead into a cup 

of water on Hallowe’en? The Egyptians 
had away of reading signs in cups which 
they called “divining cups.’’ Into these 
they generally dropped melted gold or silver, 
and foretold events or gave decisions. One 
of these ‘‘ divining cups,’’ belonging to Jo- 
seph’s household, disappeared and was found 
in the strangest place. Where do you sup- 
pose it was found ? 

Joseph had just given a feast to some 
‘*strangers’’ in the land. Who were they? 
Recall our last lesson. Now the brothers 
are ready to return. 

I. What the Cup Test Revealed.—Recall 
the details of the departure ; the instruetions 
to the steward; the accusation of theft; the 
protestations of innocency. Picture the dis- 
may on finding the cup. Note the return of 
all, What do you think Joseph thought 
when he saw a// return? Note that this had 
satisfactorily proved to him that now selfish- 
ness was superseded by brotherly love, be- 
cause they stood the test of self-sacrifice. Let 
the girls suggest what the brothers might 
have done had they been unchanged. 

Il. What Judah’s Appeal Revealed. Why 
had the brothers returned? Who is spokes- 
man for the crowd? Explain to the girls 
the literary excellencies of this appeal. It 
might well be studied as school children 
study Mark Antony’s speech. Show them 
Judah’s tact and diplomacy; his appeal to 
feeling; his confession and plea. What 
do you think Joseph thought when, instead 
of blaming Benjamin, Judah confessed the 
iniquity of all, Note that it is the confession 
of their realization of unworthiness of God’s 
mercy. 

Did you ever have a splinter that festered 
the skin? There was no chance for healing 
until the splinter was extracted. Confessing 
a fault or admitting a mistake always leads 
to a healing and takes away the sting. ‘The 
last verse (34) also revealed the new thought- 
fulness for others’ feelings ; they refuse to re- 
peat the wrong to their father. 

III. Joseph’s Conclusion.—Recall Joseph’s 
plan for his brothers, and his responsibility to 
Pharaoh. Note Joseph’s policy: ‘* Be sure 
you’re righ#, then go ahead.’’ Joseph knew 
that deeds were worth more than words. If 
he revealed himself, the brothers might pro- 
test their love, but how would they act? 


your slaves with the one who had the cup in | Joseph also knew that a man in a crisis will 


his sack.’’ 

Joseph tried him still further, saying: 
‘* Let the one brother who had my cup stay 
here as a slave. Let the others go back to 
your father in peace.’’ 

Judah came nearer and said: ‘‘ Let me 
speak to you, though you are great like King 
Pharaoh. 
about our family.’’ 
to the whole story. (Tell or read Gen. 44: 
19-34 in exact Bible language.) 

Joseph heard Judah say: ‘‘ Let me stay 
as your slave instead of our youngest brother. 
Let him go back to our father, for, if not, 
our father will die of grief.’”? Joseph knew 
then that Judah had changed, that he would 
rather. suffer or die than to give up Benja- 
min. Joseph felt sure that the brothers 
never would go back without Benjamin. He 


Do not be angry if I tell you | 
Then Joseph listened | 





generally decide on the side he is in the habit 
of taking, and, since the cause of their cru- 
elty to him was envy, he would test them to 
see whether they were strong enough to re- 
sist when greater cause for envying him be- 
came known, Imagine Joseph’s joy at see- 
ing self dethroned in their heart kingdoms. 
Like Joseph, the world demands proofs. 
So does Jehovah, ‘‘Not every one that 
saith unto me, Lord, Lord, but he that 
doeth the will of my Father.’ 
protest her love, but how does she act? 
Each day is a test. We do not realize it 
any more than those brothers did. Our days 
are our Father’s testing of our fitness to re- 
ceive more of his riches and abide in his 
home. Our hardest test is self-sacrifice. 
What have you ever gone without that some 
one else might have it? Try it this week. 


A girl may | 
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Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 

Read Genesis 45 : 1-15. What invitation 
did Joseph give? 
forgiveness ? 

Read Genesis 45 : 16-20. How did Pha- 
raoh second the invitation? Did Joseph’s 
brothers as& to be forgiven ? 

Read Genesis 45 : 21-28. Note the effect 
of the story on the father. What is forgive- 
ness? . 

Read Genesis 46: 1-7. Note Jacob’s 
journey and Jehovah’s message. s for- 
giveness mean freedom from effects of sin? 

Read Psalm 133. What beautiful exam- 
ples of forgiveness can you recall from the 
Bible ? 

Matthew 6 : 12-15. Who is affected most 
by unforgiveness on our part? In what way? 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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Pucker’s “ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


HEN our class took up last Sunday, 
teacher passed around a picture of a 
young fellow taken with his hands in 

his pockets, fis hat on one side, and a cig- 
arette in his mouth. s 

**If a clear-headed business man should 
see that picture,’’ said teacher, ‘* what would 
he decide about ever giving that boy a posi- 
tion?’’ 

** Wouldn’t want him,’’ spoke up Bumps. 

**And yet,’’ went on teacher, ‘‘the boy 
had no idea when he posed for the picture 
that his character was being tested and re- 
vealed.’’ 

‘* He’d ought to thought that people might 
see it,’’ said Skinny. 

** Well,” — teacher, ‘‘it’s not only 
when we pose fora picture that we show what 
we are. People watch us as we walk along 
the street, on the school ground, at home. 
We are always being tested in everything we 
do.”’ 

**Which counts the most in your final 
grades?’’ he asked, ‘*the examinations, or 
your daily recitations ?’’ 

'**1f you get good enough daily grades you 
don’t have to take any exams,”’ said Bert. 
‘*] haven’t taken any for two years.”’ 

‘*Then you’re really being examined or 
tested all the time,’’ asked teacher, and Begt 
said he guessed so. 

‘* That’s the way with Joseph’s brethren,”’ 
he went on. ‘* They revealed their bad 
character in everything they did when Joseph 
was a boy. That’s the reason he snitched 
on them. Now that they meet-him disguised 
as an Egyptian ruler they are still being 
tested by every word and action,’’ 

** Are they any better men than they used 
to be?’’ teacher asked. 

‘* Yes, sir,’’ we all said, and Bulldog 
Jones hollered, ‘‘Sure thing.”’ 

So he had us read the lists we brought of 
signs that they were better, We all voted 
that Fred Kellar’s list was the best, and after 
the lesson the superintendent read it to the 
school. It was: 

1. They admitted their guilt in selling 
Joseph, instead of lying about it, as they 
did before to Jacob. 

2. They were honest about the money in 
the sacks, when before they didn’t care how 
they got money. 

3. They all stood by Benjamin when they 
found the cup in his sack. Once they would 
have ieft him to his fate. 

4- They wanted to save their father from 
the sorrow of losing Benjamin, though they 
didn’t care when they made him mourn for 
Joseph. 

5: Judah was willing to be a slave himself 
to save Benjamin. 

Teacher said the lists were all good and 
that they showed five true tests of what we 
are. He put it on the board this way : 





TESTS OF CHARACTER 
HOW OUR PAST SINS 
we MONEY GETTING 
THOSE IN TROUBLE 
ACT THE AGED 
TOWARD J | THE YOUNG 











He talked about each one of these, how 


| we ought to repent of our sins, be honest in 


business, helpful in trouble, thoughtful of 
old folks, and kind to little fellows. He 
said there wasn’t any surer test of a boy than 
how he treats his little brothers and sisters 
at home. 


How was that proof of, ° 
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** Ho,’ said Bulldog, ‘it’s 2 mighty mean 
fellow that'll jump on anybody littler than 
he is.’? -- ; , ¥ 

**Ves,’’ said teacher, ‘‘ but if a fellow is 
mean, it’s pretty sure to show in’ just that 
way. He may not lay a hand on any one, 
but a sneer or a cruel laugh often stings 
worse than a blow,”’ 

When he said that all of a sudden I re- 
membered how I scolded my little brother 
im the other day, and how I ccubed at him 

r crying, and it made me feel pretty mean, 

He told a story about a big husky fellow 
that had a little sick brother who couldn’t 
walk on account of his legs being twisted, 
- and how good and kind the big fellow was 

to him, and never spoke a harsh word, Then 

I thought how fine Skinny is about helpin 

with all the babies at his house, and I wihell 

I was as good as him, But Jim is awful 

aggravating. While I was thinking about 
that, teacher had Fred read the speech Judah 
made, 

Then teacher set out on the table a couple 
of bottles with some sort of stuff in them, 
and two strips of blue paper. 

** These two strips ol pipet look to be true 
blue,’’ he said, ‘*but we are going to test 
them by bringing them into some unpleasant 
experiences. So he stuck one strip into the 
first bottle, and what do you think? The 
end of it all turned red, ‘Then he stuck it 
in the other bottle and it turned blue again. 

“Next he did the same with the other strip, 
ut it stayed just the same color no matter 
* what he did to it, 

‘*Phat’s the way the trials and tempta- 

tions of life show up what is in us,’’ he ex- 
‘plained. ‘Only the man who is established 
in Christ can stand firmly by his colors.’’ 

‘* Joseph did it,’? he went on, ‘*and would 
not yield to the temptations of Potiphar’s 
wife, nor become ~ discouraged “in prison. 
Daniel did it, for he ‘ purposed in his heart 
that he would not defile himself with the | 
king’s dainties.’ Paul did it, and wrote, 
‘Nay, in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him that loved us.’ Jesus 
did it, and so he can help us to stand true.’’ 

Then he had us look up Hebrews 4% 15 





hnd 2: 18, and. while we were reading that 
j abe 
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about ‘‘he is able to succor them that are 
tempted,’’ the bell rang. 

For next Sunday my questien slip is, Why 
did Joseph weep, in verse 2, The other 
questions are: How did Joseph prove to 
them that he was their brother? y did 
he say, ‘* It is my mouth that speaketh unto 
you’’? Why were his brethren troubled? 
How did Joseph try to calm their fears? 
Why did set Jana punish his brethren? 
Did Joseph’s. forgiving his brothers take 
away their guilt ? 


Hints on Using Pucker’s View 
1. How to Begin. 
Show a photo of some young man witha 
cigarette in his mouth. Any low-priced 
photograph gallery will loan you one, 


Il. Method to Use. 

Have the boys read their reasons for be- 
lieving Joseph's brethren to have im- 
proved in character. Enforce appropri+ 
ate lessons from the reasons they give. * 


III, Points to Develop. 


‘The tests of everyday life. 
The changed character of the brethren. | 


IV. Truths to Teach. 


Five tests of character. 
Christ's help in standing our tests. 


V. dlustrations to Employ. 

1. Daily grades in school. 

2. A blackboard diagram. 

3. Some story of a boy who was kind to a 
smaller one. ‘lhink of a true instance if 
possible, but let it be a positive example 
of kindness, not a negative warning of 
unkindness. 

A piece of blue litmus paper, secured at 
the drugstore, and a piece of cemmon 
blue paper, from the printing~ office, 
dipped first in a botile of vinegar and 
then in.a bottle of soda dissolved in 
water. Be sure to try this at home be- 
fore you use it in class. 
VI. Scripture to Apply. 
Daniel t : 8; Romans 8 : 37 ; Hebrews 4 : 
15 and 2: 18. 
VIL. Work to Assign. 
Give each boy a written question to look 
up at home. 
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The Type and the Antitype 


HE explanation of Joseph’s doings (vs. 

i i 1-13) is the same as that stated in a 
preceding lesson and designed to bring 

his brethren under deeper conviction for the | 
wrong they had done him, and, of course, 
fit them the better to appreciate the love on 
his part soon to be manifested. To those | 
who have followed the teaching of this class | 
thus far there is no need to point out the re- 
semblance between this and the events to 
culminate at the end of the age, when Israel 
in the hour of her great tribulation will re- 
member the One whose blood she called 
down upon herself (Matt. 27 : 25), and when 
she shall be overwhelmed by the manifesta- 
tion of his presence and his mercy. All this 
is the more clearly indicated by the words of 
confession on the part of Judah (vs. 27-34). 

‘lo carry further our intention to show the | 
parallel between these historical incidents | 
and those of the nation to which Joseph and | 
his brethren belong, let us now look into the 
prophet Jeremiah. 

Like Isaiah, whom we last compared, he 
prophesied in Judah, though at a little later 
period, and just prior to her captivity by 
Babylon, His mission primarily was to | 
preach to Judah her subjection to Babylon | 
as the divine will for her (chap. 27). But, 
foreseeing her insubordination and the cap- 
tivity judgment that was sure to follow, he 
was then led by the Holy Spirit to comfort | 
the faithful remnant of the future by fore- | 
telling her return and blessing in the latter 
days. Some have failed to see the point of 
this by contentedly supposing his predictions 
to have been fulfilled in the temporary restora- 
tion at the time of Cyrus, but the history of 
that period does not fit the case. 

Take chapter 23, for example. The false | 
shepherds, — that the kings, princes, 
prophets, and priests of that period,—were 
destroying and scattering the sheep. In 
other words, there was a sense in which the 
people of Judah were the victims of their | 





| 
| 
| 





| 








Is, 


| national and religious leaders, (vs, 1, 2). 


| countries, bring them to their land again, 
| increase and multiply them, and set over 


| (vs. 35 4) 


| prophet is an extremely interesting one. His 


The time would come, however, when Jeho- 
vah would gather the remnant out of all 


them the right kind of shepherds through 
whom they would be delivered from all fear 
But this would be at the second 
coming of Christ, not his first coming. This 
is evident because he will then ‘‘reign and 
prosper ’’ and ‘execute judgment and jus- 
tice in the earth,’’ which was not true when 
he first came (v.'5). . But to remove all doubt 
as te the time it is next said that, ‘* In His 
days Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall 
dwell safely ’’ (v. 6), which of course did not 
come to pass at that time. 

The thirty-second chapter of the same 





enemies had caused Jeremiah’s imprison- 
ment, and there comes to him, in the prison, 
a direction from Jehovah to buy a certain 
piece of land which is offered him as the one 
who has the right of redemption. Ile does 
as he is commanded, being careful to have 
all the legal forms observed, and yet is as- 
tonished and mystified by it all. The city of 
Jerusalem is besieged by the Babylonians, 
the knell of the nation has been sounded, it 
is all coming to pass just as he prophesied, 
Why then buy land or make any further in- 
vestments in Judea under these circum- 
stances? There is a symbolic reason for it 
all. God will gather Israel again out of all 
countries whither he had driven them (v. 37). 
They shall be his people, and he will be their 
God (v. 38). For he will give them a new 
heart (v. 39), and rejoice over them (v. 41). 
He will plant them in their land, and bring | 
upon them all the good that he has promised 
them (v. 42). Fields will be bought again 
in the land, and witnesses will be taken, 
**for I will cause their captivity to return, 
saith the Lord”? (43, 44). 

These things have not yet been fulfilled in 
Israel’s history, but that they shall be ful- | 
filled seems necessary to the veracity of God. | 





L 
true of our 


Nor will it do to say that they have had, or 
are having, a spiritual fulfilment in the his- 
tory of the Christian Church, First, because 
such a theory of interpretation makes havoc 
of the sacred Scriptures, and second, be- 
cause the history of the church does not bear 
it out, 

Let us use a little space here to speak 
in further explanation of the words, ‘‘type,”’ 


-**symbol,’’ ‘‘resemblance,’’ ‘‘dispensation,’’ 


which have been used so frequently in these 
lessons, and which some may not yet fully 
understand. ‘*Type’’ really means a stamp 
or impress, and is rendered variously in 
Seripture as .‘‘ figure,’’ ‘* pattern,’’ ‘* ensam- 
le.” There is considerable ambiguity in 
for sometimes it refers to that which is to 


be copied, and sometimes to the copy itself. 


In our use of it, however, it has had the first 
sense, except where it has been explained 
i And, indeed, this has also been 
use of ‘‘symbol,’’ for while tech- 
nically considered there may be a slight dis- 
tinetion reen-‘* ?,and ‘‘type,’” it 
has not been intended here. The word ‘‘re- 
semblance.’’ is weaker than ‘‘type:’? For; 
te-.quote the words of another: ‘‘To con- 
stitute one thing the type of another, as the 
term is. generally understood in Scripture, 
something more is needed than resemblance.’’ 
‘The.type-must not only resemble that which 
it is said to typify, but it must have been de- 
signed to resemble it. The type and the 
antitype must have been preordained as parts 
of the same scheme of divine providence. 

Therefore, as has been said in an earlier 
lesson, the only safe authority for the appli- 
cation of a type is the Scripture itself, as, for 
instance;.where- the- New Testament so-re- 
fers to-the Old. . See 1 Corinthians Io : 1-12; 
Galatians 4 : 21-31; Hebrews 4 : 8-10; 
1 Peter 2 : §-10, and several places in Reve- 
lation. But I also said, and desire to re- 
peat, that*some applications of this kind, 
while not stated in so many words in Scrip- 
ture, nevertheless vindicate themselves by 
their appositeness, Of these are those which 
make certain features of the history of the 
patriarchs typical, not merely in a spiritual 
sense of the life of the Christian or the his- 
tory of the church in this age, but literally 
of the histery of their own nation on this 
earth in, the age to come, .. To. perceive this 
jt isnecessary to be familiar-with the teach- 
ing of their, prophets concerning that future 
history, and to be possessed of the right 
principle of their interpretation. This so 
enriches and illumines the history of the 
patriarchs that it has been thought more than 
worth while to take a peep into the prophets 
in connection with each of the lessons in the 
life of Joseph. 

Questions to Test Your Study. 

1, What is t..e explanation of Joseph’s 
actions in this lesson ? 

2. What prophetic significance is found in 
them ? 

3. When and under what circumstances 
did Jeremiah prophesy ? 

4. What was his primary mission ? 

5. What was his ultimate mission ? 

6. Have you read, and can you analyze 
and interpret, the first eight verses of Jere- 
miah. 23? 

7. Tell the story of Jeremiah 32 in your 
own words, 

8. What does ‘‘type’’ mean, and how is 
it sometimes rendered in Scripture? 

9. Name some New ‘Testament designa- 
tions of Old Testament types. 

10.. How are types otherwise indicated ? 

11, Why do we need to be familiar with 
the Old-‘festament prophets? 
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For Family Worship 
By John Timothy Stone, D.D. 











ROM far-away Utah comes the testi- 
mony of a son, one among ten children, 
whose father died thirty-eight years 

ago at the age of eighty-one, For sixty- 
eight years there has not been a death among 
those children. One of his sons writes: 
‘* My experience is quite recent, but the 
causes which led to it are from fifty to sev- 
enty-five years old.’’ He recalls a visit 
which his father made him in Chicago, during 
which they spent several hours together 
each day. ‘*He would follow me around 


| wherever I went, and at each leisure mo- 


ment we would talk about ‘ this great salva- 
tion from sin.’ And I am persuaded that he 
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knew what ‘ from’ meant in Matthew 1:21, 
* And thou shalt call his name Jesus, for he 
shall save his people from their sins.’ 

** That visit gave me an understanding of 
- real life as I had never hoped to know 

im.’’ 

This nan tells us that he waited seventy 
years to understand his father’s prayers, 
which made the family altar real in pi days 
of his boyhood, Let us keep in mind that 
faithfulness in this home-touch with God will 
reap a harvest when we are gone, and will 
come back in blessed memory and fruition in 
the generations to come, 





May 26 to June 3 


Mon.—Genesis 44: 4-17. 
Joseph Tests his Brethren. 

This test was indeed a severe one, but 
God's tests are not trivial ; they freq: 
to the very center of our lives, and cat for‘ a 
faith far greater than man would demand. 
Of all, Benjamin was the one son who could 
| net suffer... Every _ was. jo 
silence, but it was God’s way to show his- 
forgiving love. 

Our Father, we thank thee that thou art 
all-knowing. May we realise that each life 
is a plan of thine, that thou art so ready fo 
guide us aright if we but place our hand in 
thine. But oh, the comfort, Lord, that if 
we go our own way and go astray, even then 
thou canst overrule and bless us. May our 
aim be to know thy will, and then with 
Christ's help todoit, In his name we ask it. 
Amen, ‘ 

Tues.— Gonesis'44 : 18-34, ow 
Judah's Plea with Joseph. 

This was a noble, heart-rending. plea, and 
Judah takes his place among the-noble.men 
of history. How willing he was to live or 
die for his younger brother, and to save his 
old father from anguish. Our hearts respond 
to such nobleness. Joseph must have loved 
Judah with admiring and affectionate pride. 
All was God’s way of drawing the whele 
family nearer together. 


We thank thee, most merctful Father, that 
we can come to thee freely and take to thee 
the feelings of others. Give to us, dear Lora, 
a sense of personal willingness to suffer our- 
selves that our loved ones who bear the-blame 
of sin may be saved. Help us to know how 
to plead for sinners. For Christ’s sake. 
Amen, 


Wed.— Psalm 66 : 10-20. God Tests his People. 

David says, ** I will come into thy house 
with burnt-offerings; I will pay thee my 
vows, which my lips uttered, and my mouth 
spake, when I was in distress.’’ There 
is an inspiration in this verse which may help 
us when we have forgotten God’s past good- 
ness and love in times of great need. The 
present is ever God’s time, and past forget- 
fulness should not hinder present recog- 
nition, 


May we, O God, more continually pour 
out our praise and adoration before thee for 
thy benefits to us. .May we daily take time 
to meditate on thy purity and loveliness, that 
we may have thyself enshrined in our. hearts 
as thou hast promtsed in thy Word to those 
who abide in thee. In thy holy name. 
Amen. 


Thurs.— 


Psalm 26. 
Prayer for Right Heart and Life. 

We do not pray frequently enough nor 
with sufficient definiteness as to our personal 
conduct and influence, If we strive tohonor 
Christ daily and momentarily, we must know 
and value his constant suggestion, direction, 
and control. The good we do is often over- 
balanced by the evil we do unwittingly. 


Our loving and gracious Father, may we 
choose always to be among those who honor 
thee. May we never give ourselves or lend 
our influence to those who dishonor thy 
Word. May Christ so dwell in us that men 
may know him by our ordinary conversa- 
tion and commonplace deeds, For thy sake. 
Amen, 


Fri.—Jer. 17: 5-17. Self-distrust, Trust in God. 

We never really try to do right without 
finding the weakness of our own hearts. 
Only the one who never tries thinks it is easy 
to be or do good. When self-distrust de- 
velops confidence in God, then self-reliance 
will mean victory for God. 

May we, dear Father, learn to depend on 
thee at all times, in school, at the; office, or 
in the home. Help us to ward off the temp- 
tations which come from pride, such as ex- 





treme self-reliance, self-satisfaction, mere 
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LESSON FOR JUNE ! (Gen. 44) 


human fort, by being hidden with Christ 
in God. In thy dear name. Amen, 


Set.—2 Cor. 13: 1-10.. Self-examination Urged. 

It is sometimes worth very much to write 
down thoughtfully the tendencies of our own 
hearts and the little sins in which we indulge 
almost unconsciously. Then over against 
them place an appropriate verse of Scripture 
which proves Christ’s willingness and power 
to help us overcome them, 


May we, dear Lord, Sollow these hel pful 
and practical suggestions of Paul, ay 
we mean the prayers which the psaimist so 
beautifully gives us: Search me, O God, 
and know my heart. Try me and know my 
thoughts, and see if there be any wicked way 
in me, and lead me in the way everlasting. 
Amen. 

Sun.—Hebrews 12: 2. 
Gracious Aid of Chastisement. 

Chastening does not always mean punish- 
ment, neither is it necessarily deserved. It 
means divine culture to the human soul, It 
is the chisel of the divine Sculptor upon the 
rough stone of humanity. It will bring out 
the Christ outline in form and feature if we 
let him work upon us for his glory. Men 


- grow perfect through suffering. 


Dear Lord, make us worthy to suffer for 
thee. May we know the joy of sorrow that 
we may be able to comfort others. May we 
know that thou doest nothing which we 
would not ourselves do, ** Could we but see 
through all events of things as well as thee,” 
in thy name. Amen, 
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weeks and weeks. And I took such good 
care of mine, Let’s ask Mr. Anderson 
about it.”’ 

And what do you think Mr. Anderson 
said? He told the little girls that roses must 


“be cut it one expects more roses. ‘* Amy did 


the wrong thing with her plant in saving the 
flowers, while bess had ad roses all summer to 
give away. It is very much like giving away 

appiness,’’ said the old gentleman, ‘‘The 
more we give, the more we have, and Bess 
will have roses till frost comes.’’ 


KENTON, OHIO, 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 








Sunday, June 1, 1913. 


The Ideal Christian. VI. His Bible 
Study (Deut. 6 : 1-9; Consecra- 
tion Meeting) 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
MoN.—Soul-food (Matt. 4 : 1-11). 
‘TUES.—Iumination (Psa. 119 : 105-112). 
WED.—Purification (John 15 : 1-9). 
THUR.—Finding Christ (John 5 : 39-47). 
FRI.—Mighty in the Scriptures (Acts 18 : 


24-28). 
Sar.—Love of the Bible (Psa. 119 : 165). 
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Two Pink Rose-Bushes 
By Hilda Richmond 


Y PINK rose-bush is going to be 
planted right here where folks can 
see it,’’ said Amy, showing a sunny 

place on the lawn that was easy to see from 
the street. ‘I want people to say, * Look at 
that lovely rose,’ as they go by. 

**7’m afraid I can’t plant mine where folks 
can see,’’ said Besssoberly. ‘* We have such 
ateenty-weeny lawn and it’s so crowded 
now.”’ 

“* Well, it doesn’t make much difference 
for you’ve planned to cut off all your flow- 
ers,’’ said Amy. ‘* You said you would send 
one to Jennie Gay, and one to Grandma Cur- 
tis, and one to that lame boy: back of our 
house, and—I can’t remember who all, so 
your bush won’t have anything on it ever.’ 

‘*‘I don’t suppose it will,’’ said Bess, 
**‘There’s so many folks who need pink roses 
that maybe there won’t be enough to go 
around.”’ 

‘* Your roses will do only one person good 
while mine will make lots of folks happy,’’ 
said Amy. ‘I’m so anxious to hear what 
they’ll say when they see the lovely flowers, 
Mamma says the book told about these 
bushes and said they were big and sweet and 

ink.’’ 
‘ ‘*I’m so glad!’’ cried Bess, jumping up 
and down, ‘*I guess Grandma Curtis never 
saw a big, sweet, pink rose. Won’t she be 
surprised ?”’ 

When the rain and the sunshine had done 
their work the dainty pink buds began to ap- 
pear on the sturdy rose-bushes. The two 
little girls could hardly eat or sleep for watch- 
ing the wonderful plants. They carefully 
watered them in dry weather and put coarse 
grass about the roots to protect them when 
it was too hot, so that it was no wonder the 
plants did their best to send out pretty buds. 

‘‘ For me?’’ cried poor old Grandma Cur- 
tis when the first fine rose was laid on her 
lap. ‘*This is the most beautiful flower I 
ever saw, Dearie, will you put it in a glass 
of water where I can see it all day?’”’ 

The next rose went to Jennie, and the next 
to the lame boy, and every time a rose opened 
there was somebody to give it to. The poor 
bush went the entire summer looking almost 
as bare as it did in spring, though it always 
had pretty green leaves. 

**Your rose-bush hasn’t anything on it 
either ?’’ said Amy one day in August when 
she happened to see the bare rose-bush in 


Bess’s yard. ‘*Mine hasn’t bloomed for a 
long time.’’ 
*¢ Mine has bloomed all summer !’’ cried 


Bess in surprise. ‘*‘I took a big ruse to Aunt 
Letty only yesterday.’’ 
**You did! I haven’t had a rose for 





Why should we study the Bible? 
How do we study the Bible ? 


What influence has Bible s_udy had on our 
lives ? 


HE Bible should be in the Christian’s life 
what it was in the life of the Saviour. 
What place did it have in his life ? 

1. The roots of Jesus’ work, the outlines 
of his mission, the lineaments of his charac- 
ter, the germs of his teaching, and the offers 
of God “to men, which they had misused, 
misunderstood, and rejected, and which 
Jesus came to reaffirm, to clarify, and to 
urge on'men, were all in the Old Testament. 
It is not surprising that Jesus studied it. It 
was his Father’s message to the world, and 
it spoke of him, Though he was but a 
village lad, working at a trade, he set him- 
self to learn the language in which the Old 
Testament was written, that he might read 
his Father’s words as holy men and prophets 
spoke them. In the synagogue at Nazireth 
the roll of the prophecy of Isaiah was given 
to him, and he read to the people as his cus- 
tom was in the original Hebrew, and ex- 
plained it to the people to whom it had be- 
come a dead language, as Latin has in Italy, 
Aramaic and Greek having taken the place 
of Hebrew with the Jew (Luke 4: 16-27), 

2. He mastered the Old Testament thor- 
oughly, and his teaching is full of quota- 
tions from it and of appeals to it. He refers 
to the flood (Matt. 24: 37-39); to Solo- 
mon’s splendor (Matt. 6 : 29); to Moses’ 
injunctions (Matt. 8: 4); to the patriarchs 
(Matt. 8:11); to the fate of Sodom and 
Gomorrah (Matt. 10:15; If : 23, 24); to 
David’s hunger and its satisfying with the 
shewbread (Matt. 12 : 3-7); to the story of 
Jonah and Nineveh (Matt. 12: 39-41). He 
adopts Isaiah’s explanation of doubt and un- 
belief (Matt. 13 : 14, 15); and his condemna- 
tion of hypocrisy (Matt. 15: 7-9); he ex- 
plains the Mosaic permission of divorce 
(Matt. 19 : 8, 9); summarizes the O]d_Tes- 
tament law (Matt. 19: 18, 19; Mark 12: 
28-33); quotes Psalm 8:2; 110:1; 188: 
22; Isaiah 8: 14, 15; 53: 12; Exodus 3 : 
6; Zechariah 13:7; and many other pas- 
sages. Where does he quote the verses 
mentioned? Find ten other quotations. 


3. But in a far more pervasive manner 
than this the Old Testament shaped the 
thoughts and acts of Jesus. His metaphors 
describing himself are suggested by the Old 
Testament. Find the passages. 

Some of his parables are amplifications 
of Old Testament metaphors or illustrations. 
Find proof of this. And even his miracles 
seem often to be but the development in 
visible form of Old Testament teachings and 
truths. Which ones? 

His own life also was the full personal 
representation of the divine Old Testament 
ideals of character and service. ‘This is the 
meaning of the constant declaration, ‘‘ that 
the Scripture might be fulfilled.’? Make a 
list of all these passages, and of the Old 
Testament foretelling to which they refer. 





4: Jesus reverenced the Old Testament. 
It was not to Be superseded as worthless, 
It was to be completed (Luke 24 : 44; Mark 
14:49). It was not to be broken (John 
10 : 35). 

Not a jot or tittle of it, or, as we should 


say, not the dot of an ‘‘i’’ or the cross of a |: 
**t’? was to pass away till it was all ful- 


filled (Matt, 5 : 18). . It was the book which 
testified of him in all the speech and spirit 
of it (John 5 : 39). In the hour of yon ser 
tion, and in the work of life, the final a 
was to its statements, It was enoug = 
Jesus that it was written there; yet fe was 
not enough, Satan quoted the Old Testa- 
ment to Jesus. ‘hat was not enough, Jesus 
uoted it to Satan, That was enough. The 

ld Testament was true and final taken in 
God’s meanings (Matt. 4 : 1-11). 

5. Jesus himself was a fountain of fresh 
ethical ig me but he constantly ap- 
pealed to the Old Testament as supplying 
the noblest moral principles, The Golden 
Rule he declared was simply the teaching of 
the law and the prophets (Matt. 7 : 12). 
Twice he quoted an Old Testament saying as 
embodying the vital principle of ethics and 
of life (Matt. 9:13; 12:7; Hosea 6: 6). 
And the whole round of life’s duty, love of 
God and man, he found in the Old ‘lesta- 
ment (Mark 12: 28-34). The errors of men 
were due to their ignorance of it and of the 
God whom it revealed (Matt. 22: 29). - 


6, Jesus studied the Old Testament by 
verses, holding them in his memory, and 
quoting them in his conversation, in his spir- 
itual crises (Matt. 4: 1-11; Luke 23: 46; 
comp. Psa, 31: 5); in his controversies (Mark 
12 : 18-27, 30-37; Matt.21:42). Hestudied it 
by books and divisions (Luke 24: 44); and 
he mastered it as a whole, so that it stretched 
in its vast range before his mind, and re- 
vealed to him its inner relations, its just per- 
spectives, its particular and its general spirit 
(Luke 24.: 45, 46; Matt. 5 : 17-48). 
nourished his-own life, and with it he fed 
and guided other lives. 


7. Jesus probably owned no Bible, as 
Stalker points out. The Bible existed then 
only in rolls, copied by hand, ‘cumbersome 

expensive, Jesus probably never had 
money enough to buy a set of these rolls, or 
even a few of them. Moreover, his Bible 
was only the Old Testament. . Our Bible is 
immeasurably richer—Gospels and Epistles 
added to law and psalm and prophecy. Is 
it not shameful that with the power to own 
the whole Bible, and with a Bible so rich 
and perfect in comparison with Christ’s, we 
should treat it with such neglect? And this 
is stranger still when we femember that it is 
the Bible which testifies of Jesus, and opens 
his life to our lif- and love (John § : 39). 

The good Christian-is a student of the 
Bible as Christ was. 








Cleared Away 
Proper Food Put the Troubles Away 


Our own troubles always seem more 
severe than any others, But when a 
man is unable to eat even a light break- 
fast, for years, without severe distress, 
he has trouble enough. 

It is small wonder he likes to tell of 
food which cleared away the troubles, 

‘*I am glad of the a to tell 
of the good Grape-Nuts has done for me,” 
writes a N. H. man, ‘‘ For many years 
I was unable to eat even a light break- 
fast without great suffering. 

“After eating I would suddenly be 
seized with an attack of colic and vomit- 
ing. This would be followed by head- 
ache and misery that would sometimes 
last a week or more, leaving me so weak 
I could hardly sit up or walk. 

‘*Since I began to eat Grape-Nuts I 
have been free from the old troubles. 
I usually eat Grape-Nuts one or more 
times a day, taking it at the beginning 
of the meal. Now I can eat almost any- 
thing I want without trouble. 

hen I began to use Gra cyegiro I 
was way under my usual weight ; now! 
weigh thirty pounds more than I ever 
weighed in my life, and I am glad to 
speak of the food that has worked the 
change.”” Name given by Postum Co., 
Battle Creek, Mich. Read the little 
booklet, ‘‘The Road to Wellville,” in 
pkgs. ‘‘ There’s a Reason.” 


Ever read the above letter? A new 
one appears from time to time. They 
are genuine, true, and full of human 
interest. 
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PREPARE NOW FOR 


World’s 
Sunday School Day 


July 13, 1913 





**The Twentieth Century * Picture 
Size, 17x24 inches, including margin 


This cut does not do justice to the picture, which is in beautiful colors, showing 
the costumes of many lands. 


Two Needed Helps 


i. The «*Order of Service”’ prepared specially for this 
day by the World’s Sunday School Committee. Per 1oo, . 40¢. 


2. .The Twentieth Century Sunday School Crusaders. 
The above picture, greatly enlarged and reproduced in 
beautiful colors, showing about thirty children of many 
lands dressed in-their national costumes and standing under 
national flags. The picture is 17x24 inches in size, and is 
just right for framing. It reaches you carefully packed in 
mailing tubes a¢ our risk. Price, ... 1... 2s. 


Total, . 








. 


In order to give these helps a 

wide circulation, we offer the C 

two (100 orders of service, and | e 
l 


a copy of the large picture) postpaid 


in combination for only... . 


Special 
Combination 
Offer 











With each order for 100 copies of the service, one picture 
will be included at the above combization rate of 70 cents. 

: Additional copies of the picture for use in the homes of 
the scholars may be secured at the following rates: One 
copy, 50 cents; five copies, 40 cents each; ten or more 
copies, 35 cents each. 


‘¢World’s Sunday School Day ”’ will be observed in the Sunday- 
schools of the world on Sunday, July 13, to13. The special ‘Order 
of Service,’’ which was prepared by the -World’s Sunday School Com- 
mittee for this day, will be translated into probably more than one 
hundred languages and dialects, and used as an ‘opening service'’ in 
thousands of Sunday-schools on every continent and in many islands of 
the sea. The many hundreds of delegates in attendance at the World's 
Seventh Sunday School Association at Zurich, Switzerland, will use this 
service also on World's Sunday School Day, July 13, 1913. 

‘**The Twentieth Century Crusaders’’ picture was devised by 
Mr. William T. Ellis, the well-known traveler and journalist, for the 
World's Sunday School Association. It was designed for world-wide 
use as an emblem of the spirit of world-conquest for Christ, and has 
been -videly circulated in foreign lands Sy the World’s Sunday School 
Association since the Washington Convention, where the picture was 
reproduced on the platform with a group of children. 

Every Sunday-school should have one or more of these beautiful 
color pictures framed and hung in a conspicuous place on ‘‘ World’s 
Sunday School Day,’’ calling attention to the significance of the picture. 
Additional copies should be displayed in each of the departments of 
the Sunday-school, Plan to get your orders in early for these helps. 

These pictures and order of services may be obtained from the American 


Baptist Publication Society and the Presbyterian Board of Publication, at 
their headquarters, Philadelphia, Pa., and their various depositories. 
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Questions in the Prayer Life 


Considered by Henry W. Frost Hom: Bitscisatits 


J 





Should We Pray for the 
Coming of Christ? 


Is it right to pray for the return of our 
Lord to earth before our death ? 


HIS question has the right sound to it, 
for it implies belief in two almost for- 
gotten truths,—namely, that the com- 

ing of Christ referred to in the Scriptures is 
a personal one, and that the coming is to be 
literally fulfilled. That this was the belief 
of the apostles and early disciples is almost 
universally admitted. But many Christians 
are not influenced by this fact, holding con- 
trary opinions without reference to it; and 
others boldly affirm that the apostles and 
early disciples were mistaken in their view. 
There are many other Christians, however, 
who in simplicity of faith are convinced that 
the testimony of the Word of God concern- 
ing the matter is unmistakably plain, and 
who hold with the disciples of the apostolic 
age that Jesus himself will come again, and 
thaf, in coming, he will leave the heaven 
where he is, descend through the lower 
heavens, and finelly stand once more upon 
the earth. This seems to be the clear teach- 
ing of such Scripture as Zechariah 14 : I-5; 
John 14:3; Acts 1:11; 1 Thessalonians 
4: 16, etc., and it is the view which is held 
by the writer as he seeks to answer the ques- 
tion which has been asked. 

It is manifest that from the earliest times 
the saints*have longed for the presence of 
God. This longing found expression in the 
Old Testament in such phrases as these: 
‘*Oh, that I knew where I might find him! 
that I might come even to his seat!’’ ‘‘Oh 
that thou wouldest rend the heavens, that 
thou wouldest come down!’’ ‘Thou wilt 
show me the path of life; in*thy presence is ful- 
ness of joy ; in thy right hand there are pleas- 
ures for evermore!’’ And the same long- 
ing found expression in the New Testament 
in such phrases as the following: ‘‘ Lord, 
show us the Father, and it sufficeth us.’”’ ‘I 
am in a strait betwixt the two, having the 
desire to depart and be with Christ; for it is 
very far better.’’ ‘* And the Spirit and the 
bride say, Come: And he that heareth, let 
him say, Come!’’? ‘‘Amen: come, Lord 
Jesus !”’ 


OW this longing to see God was evi- 
dently not wrong, but right. It was 
Jesus himself who said to the disci- 
ples: ‘* He that hath seen me hath seen the 
Father’’ ; and again, ‘‘ Blessed are the pure 
in heart: for they shall see God.’’ And it 
was John, the beloved apostle, who added : 
** Behold he cometh with the clouds, and 
every eye shall see him’’; and again, ‘*‘ We 
shall be like him, for we shall see him evén 
as he is.””? And it was because the longing 
was right and not wrong that Jesus appeared 
on earth in human form, revealed himself to 
men, and, on departing, promised to come 
to earth again, 

Also, this longing to see God has never 
died out of the hearts of men, Indeed, the 
more spiritual men have been the more they 
| have longed for the experience of being with 
| God and of seeing him face to face. Under- 
standing that seeing God means beholding 
| him in the face of His Anointed, they also 
have been in a strait betwixt two, of stay- 
ing on earth or of departing to be with 
Christ, and hence many a time have such 
cried out: ‘‘ Amen, come, Lord Jesus !”’ 

To illustrate, there comes into vision as [ 
write the death-bed scene of my beloved 
uncle, the Rev. James Inglis. He had long 
looked for the coming of the Lord, and as he 
lay in his bed he turned his dying eyes 
| toward the open window and the setting sun 
| with a wistful look upon his face. We watch- 
| ers understood. He hoped, even in these 
| last moments of his life, that the Christ he 
| had loved and served would come and re- 
j ceive him unto himself, Some persons, of 
| course, would count such a longing and such 
| an action foolish. But others would remem- 
ber that love is urgent, and that it takes de- 
lay hardly when the loved one is a long: time 
| absent and far away. And so it is a fact that 











Readers are invited to submit their prayer problems for discussion in this 
department, addressing Mr. Frost in care of The Sunday School Times. 


always there have been others besides those 
underneath the altar who have cried out, 
** How long, O Lord!”’ 


|* view of the above, it appears that it is 
right to long for the coming of Christ ; 
and since it is right to long for it, it is 
right also to pray for it. Peter, James, and 
John caught a glimpse of what the coming 
would mean in fellowship and glory when 
they were with Christ on the mount (Matt. 
17: 1-5; 2 Peter 1: 16-18), and hence 
Peter prayed that they might abide in that 
po and glory, a prayer which, though 
ut of time and season, was not wrong, but 
rather blessedly right in principle. And 
John, who from Patmos saw even -more 
plainly the revelation of Christ and the glory 
which should follow, taught the church to 
pray, ‘*Come!’’ and himself prayed, ‘Amen: 
come, Lord Jesus !”’ 

It is to be noted, however,,that there is 
no suggestion in the Word of God that the 
saints should set any time for the coming of 
Christ, even in the fervent thought of their 
prayers; On the contrary, they are expressly 
warned not to do this in anymanner. Once, 
indeed, the disciples in their ardor did press 
upon the Master in prayer their desire for 
the-glory of his kingship. But he gently 
rebuked their importunity. ‘* Lord, dost 
thou at this time restore the kingdom to 
Israel? And he said unto them, It is not 
for you to know times or seasons which the 
Father hath set within his own authority.’’ 
But it is to be observed that Christ did not 
say that the kingdom would not be restored 
to Israel. He only said that the Father had 
kept the times and seasons of this event in 
his own power, and that the disciples were 
to remain ignorantof these. And this is the 
rule for all the saints, until the kingdom 
shall come with the coming of the King. In 
other words, we may long and pray for the 
coming of Christ; but we must understand, 
as we do so, that the time of the coming is 
with God, and that we are most within his 
will when we submit ourselves to his sover- 
eign choice in the matter. Such an attitude 
must be constantly preserved if one is to be 
kept scriptural. But if this attitude is pre- 
served, then it is quite allowable to pray 
that Christ may come, that he may come soon, 
and even that he may come before one dies, 


HE question remains, Is there any rev- 
elation which betokens the fact that 
the coming of Christ may be delayed, 

and hence that, as the-saints long and pray, 
they must be prepared to exercise the grace 
of patience? There are many passages in 
the Word to this effect. For instance, when 
the Master said (Acts £ : 6-8) that the Father 
had the times and seasons in his own author- 
ity, he added the prophecy that the disciples 
should be his witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, 
and Samaria, and to the uttermost part of 
the earth. This implied time. For instance, 
again, when the Church Council was held in 
Jerusalem, James outlined the program of 
the events which were to take place (Acts 
15 : 13-18), in which he quoted Peter as de- 
claring that God had visited the Gentiles to 
take out of them a people for his name, which 
thought John expanded by declaring (Rev. 
5:9) that this meant ‘* men of every tribe, 
and tongue, and people, and nation.’’ This, 
in the nature of the case, implied extended 
time. In other words, while the saints are 
to long and pray, they are also to be prepared 
to wait, since there are events to be fulfilled 
in order that the great ultimate event of 
Christ’s coming may be brought to pass, 

But an important point here is to be noted. 
None of the necessary events is of such a na- 
ture, so far as the Scripture record is con- 
cerned, as to forbid the accomplishment of 
all in any given generation. Hence, the 
saints of each generation may hope that the 
coming of Christ may take place in the time 
of that generation; and hence, also, the in- 
dividual may hope that it may come to pass 
before he passes away. 

In short, the position of the saint now, as 
related to the second coming of Christ, is 
practically the same as the position of the 


























LESSON FOR JUNE I (Gen. 44) 


saint of old was, as related to the first com- 
ing of Christ. Each generation of persons 
then went on longing and praying, hoping 
that Messias would come. From time to 
time events were made known which post- 


‘poned the coming, and no exact time for the 


coming was revealed, The attitude of the 
Old Testament saints, therefore, was one of 
uncertain expectancy. Thus it is at present. 
The promise of the coming has been given. 
But certain intermediate events have been 
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Light on the Old Testament 


Important books that many are finding helpful 
in teaching the Sunday-school lessons for 1913 


spoken of, while the time of the coming has 
not been revealed, Hence the New Testa- 
ment saints are to long and pray for the com- 
ing; they are to do all they can by obedient 
service to hasten it, and then they are to 
wait patiently for it, knowing that God will 
bring it to pass, whether earlier or later, in 
the best ible time. Such an attitude of 
mind and heart will make for sanity in the 
individual and a testimony before the church 
and world which cannot be gainsaid. 
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| | Teacher-Training Questions 


Answered by the Rev. Charles A. Oliver 
Teacher-Training Superintendent of the Pennsylvania State Sabbath School Asociation 





GEORGIA.—Will you please be so kind as to 
advise me if there is any international inter- 
denominational design of pin or colors tor the 
teacher-training class, or does each class select 
its own design of pin and class colors ?—D. M. 

OLD and white are the teacher-training 
colors suggested by the International 
Sunday School Association. The 

teacher-training pin is a circle of gold with 
white center. 

In Pennsylvania the pin adopted before 
the International pin was prepared is a key- 
stone made in silver and blue enamel. ‘This 
is worn only by graduates of the course, and 
has upon it the initials ‘‘ Pa, T. ‘I, A.”’ 
The International pin is recognized, how- 
ever, in Pennsylvania as in all other states, 
and is a fitting emblem. 

Golden-rod makes a pleasing floral decora- 
tion for graduating exercises in the fall of 
the year, and blended with white it gives the 
teacher-training colors. 

A graduation program before me is printed 
with gold on white, with golden-rod on either 
side and the class pin-at the top. 





PENNSYLVANIA.—We have a teacher-train- 
ing class that meets at the Sunday-school 

eriod.. The members are interested, and all 
ioe to receive high grades in the examina- 
tion. When the marks are received, they will 
Want to know what standing each has. Would 
you ‘advise ‘that 4 grades to 
class ? 


WOULD not read the marks to the class, 
nor publish them in any way. While 
thé comparison might be encouraging to 

some whose standing will be high, it would 
discourage those most in need of encourage- 
ment, In fact, many whose marks are high 
would regret the embarrassment of equally 
sood students who were not at their best at 
the time of examination. If any students 
whose training or surroundings made the 
work hard should receive a low mark or fail 
to pass the examination, the publicity of the 
fact might dishearten them, 

A far better plan is to write the name and 
grade of the student on a slip of paper and 
hand it to the student privately, leaving it 
entirely to the option of the individual 
whether the grade shall be made public. If 
one should fail to pass an examination, I 
would say, ‘*No other person shall know 
about the failure. Go right along with the 
class to take the next section, and when you 
have had opportunity to make up the back 
work, I shall see that you have a re-exami- 
nation, and no one need know that you 
failed.’’ 


PoRTO Rico.—I want to start a teacher- 
training class composed mostly, if not entirely, 
of young people in their teens, many of them 
never having taught. I want to give them 
knowledge of the Bible and also the principles 
of teaching, making the work as practical as 
possible. 

Our religious services here are held in Span- 
ish, though the majority of these young people 
know English quite well, it being the lan- 
guage of the public schools. 

Any suggestion that you can give me as to 
the best books available for the class, as for my- 
self, will be greatly appreciated. 


ERHAPS yoqu have already seen the ar- 
ticles about the organization and work 
of teacher-training classes that ap- 

peared in The Sunday School Times of March 
29, April 12, and April 19. 1 would suggest, 
also, that you write to Dr. Franklin McEI- 
fresh, the International ‘leacher-Training 
Superintendent, Mallers Building, Chicago. 
He will give you full instructigns, and will 
see that your class is enrolled to take the 
official examinations, and that the Interna- 
tional diploma is conferred at the end of the 








course. Or the same end may be accom- 
plished by corresponding with the Sunday- 
school Board of your denomination in this 
country. ° 

Your plan to have your young people in 
the teen age take the training course is 
excellent. At no other period in life will 
they be more in need of such training, and it 
is not likely that they would enter the work 
with so much zest at a later period. The 
approved text-books include the subjects 
you have named, 

If your students are sufficiently acquainted 
with the English language to study the 
English text, I would advise that they 
do so. If they should have trouble with 
the English, you could translate each, lesson 
into Spanish for them one week before the 
time for teaching and recitation. A pastor 
of a French Presbyterian church in Pennsyl- 
vania followed this method with his students. 
When it came to examination, some wrote 
the answers in French, and the teacher trans- 
lated them into English before sending me 
the papers. 

There are a number of good teacher- 
training courses. ‘* Training the Teacher,’’ 


by A. F, Schauffler and others (The Sunday |, 


School Times Co., 35. cents, paper; 50 cents, 
cloth) affords a thorough first standard 
course. Among the books covering the 
same subjects in somewhat .more popular 


form are ** Teacher-Training Lessons for the | 


Sunday-school,’’ by Jesse Lyman Hurlbut 
(Methodist Book Concern, 30 cents, paper ; 
50 cents, cloth); ‘* Preparation for ‘l’each- 
ing,’? by Charles A. Oliver (Presbyterian 
Board of Publication, 25 cents, paper; 40 
cents, cloth), and ‘*Training for Service,’’ 
by H. H. Moninger (Standard Publishing 
Co., 30 cents, paper; 50 cents, cloth). The 
circular that Dr. McElfresh will send you 
names these and a number of other desirable 
fits} standard courses. I would advise that 
you have several different books sent to you 
on approval, that you may compare them 
and be able to select the one that seems best 
adapted to the needs of your class, 





ILLINOIS.—I am chairman of the Presby- 
terial Committee on Sunday-school and Young 
People's work in Presbytery. Years ago 
Professor Hamill put me on record as advo- 
cating a teacher-training class (it was then 
called normal class), day- 
school hour,—a thing I urged at the Illinois 
State Sunday-school Convention, and at the 
county conventions of the six counties of which 
I was district president. I am grateful to say 
that I think I helped to have the work intro- 
duced in a number of schools in the interde- 
nominational work, but I am saddened by the 
thought that, except in my own Sunday-school, 
I don't know of a Sunday-school in the Pres- 
bytery that I have influenced to start the work. 
Some time ago I decided that, God helping me, 
I would throw my whole influence at the next 
meeting of Presbytery in that direction, and 
make the most earnest appeal I knew how to 
make to interest the pastors in starting the 
work. It occurs to me that possibly you might 
have some tracts or circulars that would be 
helpful. —C. C. M. 


HE difficulties you are facing can be 
overcome, ik will be, I am sure. 
Plans that have succeeded in other Pres- 

byteries will meet the need in your own, 
backed as they will be by your earnest work. 
I am glad to offer these suggestions : 

Write to Dr. James A. Worden, Wither- 
spoon Building, Philadelphia, and ask him 
to send you all the printed matter he has re- 
garding the courses of study recommended 
by the Presbyterian Board of Publication and 
Sabbath School Work. (Members of other 
denominations may obtain similar printed 
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The International Uniform Lessons for 1913 are in the Old 
Testament, running from Genesis to Joshua, or from the 


Creation to the settlement in Canaan. 


The books here 


noted are of special value to the teacher in opening up new 
material on the difficult problems of the Old Testament. 








Reasonable Biblical Criticism 
By WILLIis J. BreecHER, D.D, The 
history of biblical criticism in recent 
years is narrated, the significant tenden- 
cies analyzed, and with great fairness 
and full consideration of the value ot 
both the higher critical and the ultra- 
conservative positions, the reader is 
brought face to face with most rea- 
sonable conclusions... Helpful to the 
Bible student, $1.50, 


Analytical Outlines 
of the Old Testament 


Compiled by MARGARETTA M. HAIc, 
for sixteen years @ leader of teacher- 
training classes in Philadelphia. A 
hand-book for Bible-training classes in 
schools, colleges, Sunday-schools; also 
individual students in the home. These 
lessons are designed to offer the scholar 
a broad, comprehensive, connected 
knowledge of the Holy Scriptures, but 
are in no sense intended to form an ex- 
haustive analysis: They are planned 
especially for those who wish to become 
teachers of the Bible. A clear knowl- 
edge, in compact, vivid form, of each 
book ‘is given,- with the history of the 
times ; the purpose of each book; the 
relation, of the books to each other, and 
the unity of the whole —the preparation 
of the world for Christ. 50 cents. 


A Dictionary of the Bible 


(Third Revised Edition.) By Joun D. 
Davis, Ph.D., D.D., LL.D., Princeton 
Theological Seminary. Recognized as 
one of the best single-volume Bible dic- 
tionaries published, this third revision 
increases the practical utility of the work, 
enlarging and greatly enriching it. The 
many new full-page illustrations and the 
accurate and scholarly maps forma strong 
feature of the work. Attractively bound 
in blue cloth with gold cover stamping. 
$2.75. 


The Ancestry” 
of Our English Bible 


By Pror. IRA M. PRICE, University of 
Chicago, A scholarly treatment of the 
story of the various versions of the Bible. 
Profusely illustrated. Widely used as 
a text-book, Equally suited to the ref- 
erence library of the every-day Bible 
student. $1.50, 


Dated Events of 
tne Old Testament 


By Pror. WILLIs J. BEECHER, D.D. A 
scholarly treatise. Chronological tables, 
accompanied by exhaustive explanatory 
notes. An indispensable hand-book for 
the careful student, teacher or preacher, 
$1.50. 


Byington’s Chart 
of Jewish National History 


Shows the progress and divisions and 
kings and prophets of Israel and Judah 
from the time of Abraham to the birth 
of Christ and. after. Pocket size 25 
cents. 





Light on the 
Old Testament from Babel 


By the Rev. A. ‘TI. Ciay, Ph.D, An 
authoritative statement of the results of 
recent archeological discoveries, and 
the light they throw. on Old Testament 
history, The book is abundantly illus- 
trated, many of the pictures never hav- 
ing been published before. $2.00. 


From the Nile to Nebo 


Hi / FRANKLIN E, Hoskins, D.D., Syria 
ission, Beirut. A Discussion of the 
Problem and the Route of the Exodus, 
This book is the outgrowth of a life plan 
of the ‘author to study the Bible where 
it was produced, to read its stories and 
review its events where they occurred, 
A residence of twenty-eight years in 
Syria has given him an exceptional 
knowledge of the people and customs, 
and afforded .opportunities for repeated 
journeys to all parts of the Holy Land. 
The book is the result of a 1900-mile 
journey, including the route of the Exo- 
dus from Egypt, through the Sinaitic 
Peninsula, Mount Seir, Edom and Moab, 
Ammon and the Jabbok, to the Jordan 
and Jericho,, The, bock is beautifully 
illustrated with 85 half-tones, contains 
378 pages of type matter, and will be of 

reat interest to every ' Bible student, 

3-00. ' 


Chronology in the Bible 

By Pror. WILLIs J. LDEECHER, D.D. 
A brief study of the sources and princi- 
ples of Bible chronology, with a com- 
parative chart of the kings of Judah and 
Israel, Assyria and Babylon. Just the 
help needed to clear up confusion as to 
Bible dates and events. 25 cents, 


Archeology’s Solution 
of Old Testament Puzzles 


How Pick and Spade are Answering the 
Destructive Criticism of the Bible. By 
the Rev. JoHN Urquuart. You have 
wanted just such a book to bring within 
small compass some of the chief results 
of archeological work. Cloth ‘covers; 
60 pages. 30 cents. 


Amurru the Home of 
the Northern Semites 


By Pror. A. T, CLay, Yale University, 
A study showing that the religion and 
culture of Israel are not of Babylonian 
origin. The views of the critics who 
would dissipate the Bible into Babylo- 
nian myths are not only proved to be 
without foundation, but the origin of 
Israel’s religion as set forth in the Old 
Testament is substantiated. $1.25. 


Messages for the 
Morning Watch 


A book of devotional readings in Gene- 
sis, by CHARLES GALLAUDET TRUMBULL, 
The personal messages that the daily 
‘* Morning Watch’’ reading of Genesis 
brought to the Editor of The Sunday 
School Times are gathered together in a 
little book suitable for daily devotional 
use, family worship, or the like. 215 
brief readings are given. $1.00. 
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Use the 


America 
Standard 
Bible 


Children’s 
Day 


@, The latest and best translation 
of the Scriptures. 


@, Used by thousands for Chil- 
dren’s Day. 


@, Special styles of Bibles and 
‘Testaments for children. 


@ Ask your bookseller or send to 
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MUSIC FOR CHILDREN'S DAY 


san, 106. ( fer 4 new, Complete services, 
pages each, ieting = 
STAMPS {Ievoagee idea — * Classi 
** america for Me,’’ new song by C. Saint Miles. 
Great poem by Dr. van Dyke. I copy, 10 cents 
in stam 4 Sch 50 cents each). 














ideal Sane chool Hymns, a 224-page book for 
you, about it. 
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“Object Lesson” Services 


Give the children sommetbiegs to do - well as pieces to 
speak and songs to sing ry one for 


CHILDREN’S DAY 


For 10 cents we will send ‘‘ The Ladder of Life,’’ 
7 Tne Bullding 2 of the Ship,”’ both 0 Odiest Lesson 
Services, and ‘' Flower Lessons’’ ** Pestival 
Songs No. 4,’’ all found complete in The Budget. 


Tullar-Meredith C0. t¢'wiwWechington St, Chicago, il 
HYMNS OF WORSHIP 
AND SERVICE 


for the SUNDAY - SCHOOL 


A Reepence to the for better Sunday- 
chool Music. Every tune within the 
range of the average scholar 
Introductory price, full cloth, 30 cents. 
a sample copy 
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( Continued from preceding page) 
matter from their own denominational head- 
quarters.) 

Write to the general secretary of your own 
state Sunday-school Association (in Lilinois 
this officer is Mr. Hugh Cork, Mallers 
Building, Chicago), asking for full informa- 
tion as to the plans for teacher - training 
offered by your State Sunday School Asso- 
ciation. You will find that the denomina- 
tional officers and the State Association are in 
fullest accord. You will want to be in line 
with your denomination, and you will also 
find that the help of the State Association 
will be invaluable. The ne -schools of 
your presbytery are in touch with the inter- 
denominational state, county, and district 
organizations. Let these associations do all 
they can to introduce teacher-training into 
the schools of your presbytery. Have your 
committee co-operate heartily with the offi- 
cers of these organizations. 





Your committee should also deal directly 
with the schools. Send circulars to pastors 
and Sunday-school superintendents, telling 
them the plans that are now bringing large 
results in other schools. ‘I'he articles in 
The Sunday School Times of March 209, 
April 12, and April 19 will give you the facts 
you will need, Follow up thfs correspond- 
ence by a visitation of schools, Perhaps the 
members of your committee would divide the 
schools so that every school should be visited 
by one member of the committee. Persist- 
ent effort, with sympathetic interest and 
ready advice, will undoubtedly lead to the 
organizing of many classes. 

You would find a well-planned popular 
meeting in the interest of teacher-training an 
excellent way to arouse people to a realiza- 
tion of its importance. A conference with 
pastors and superintendents after such a 
gathering should bring immediate action for 
the training of their Sunday-school teachers, 





[ Books That Are 


Worth Knowing } 





Poems of Action (Chosen and edited 
by David R. Porter).—One hardly realizes 
how good this collection is until he has had 
occasion to turn to it again and again in mo- 
ments of release from the daily task, or pos- 
sibly with a definite purpose, to find some- 
thing worth quoting. Mr, Porter has chosen, 
from a wide range of ‘‘ poets using the English 
language, the verse which mature boys en- 
joy reading.’’ He has unquestionably made 
a book for older boys in order that they 
might come to love and enjoy good poetry ; 
but he has rendered a great service, not only 
to the boys, but to all others who like to 
have at hand songs of the open country, 
sengs of sérvice, poems for home and coun- 
try, poems of land and sea, with same of the 
famous general songs that we should not 
forget. ‘he book has valuable critical notes 
gathered at the close of the volume, with an 
index of first lines and authors, (Associa- 


tion Press, 75 cents.) 


Romans and Galatians (By W. Doug- 
las Mackenzie, D..D, a Bedeldoak Mackenzie 
closes the series of Commentariés known as 
‘¢The Westminster New Testament.’’ The 
Authorized Version is printed in paragraphs 
with a descriptive title to each ; an introduc- 
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Scientific methods with prac- 
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Preparation for Social 
and Religious Service 


The Schauffler Missionary Training School pre- 
pares young women for social and religious service 
among both American and foreign-born people, and | 





for Pastors’ Secretaries and the various name of In- | 
stitutional Church work. bey yt with Mrs. Mary | : 


W. Mills, 5111 Fowler Ave 


E., Cleveland, O. 
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Zurich World's Sunday y School oo : Sail 
une oute, Italy, 
Switzerland, Mediterranean France, 


England, Temple Tours, 8 Beacon St., Boston. $249 


tory note is found after each paragraph, giv- 
ing its connection; then follow detailed 
notes on the most important points of diffi- 
culty; while introductions to both books 
| deal with the usual subjects of authorship, 
| date, ete. 
for teachers, lay-preachers, and Bible stu- 
dents. The information provided in the 
introduction and notes is at once scholarly, 
clear, concise, suggestive, and helpful. Dr. 
Mackenzie’s work ought to prove decidedly 
helpful in the elucidation of these two im- 
portant Epistles of Paul, Itis of realinterest 
and value to have both treated in one volume, 
because of their close connection of thought 
and language. (Revell, 75 cents.) 


Romans: A Devotional Commen- 
tary (By the Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith 
Thomas, D.D.).-—In three volumes Professor 
Griffith Thomas treats that Epistle of Paul 
which is universally regarded as being the most 
complete and perfect statement of the Gospel 
of Christ, and which Luther called ‘the 
chief book of the New Testament.’’ The 
work forms part of the series entitled ‘*A 
Devotional Commentary,’* for which Dr. 
Thomas furnished. the three volumes on 
Genesis. A commentary upon Romans, 
even though ‘‘aimed simply and solely at 
helping the spiritual life of those who use 
it,’? would be of little value if carelessly 
written, or if based on a superficial view of 
the profound doctrines concerned, Dr, 
Thomas, on the contrary, while keeping the 
| practical aim ever in mind and avoiding the 
| Qiecemion of minute and critical questions, 
| has given a careful and scholarly exposition 
| of the Epistle, and in such a clear, compact, 
and interesting form as to hold the attention 
of the reader and continually suggest the 
vital and inspiring character of the truths 
considered. The study is based upon a care- 
ful analysis, and is presented in brief chap- 
ters which contain concise and illuminating 
comments on the successive paragraphs of 








the Epistle. The chapters open with the 
verses to be reviewed, and are usually con- 


The series is intended specially | 





cluded by a series of ‘* Suggestions for Med- 
itation.’’ ‘The treatment is in the best sense 
popular; the statements are conservative, 
and embody a spirit of evangelical fervor and 
deep devotion. The third of the brief vol- 
umes contains a review which deals with the 
character of the apostle, the value of his 
letter, the nature of his gospel, and the glory 
of his Lord. Each volume contains a sug- 
gestive bibliography. No one can read this 
commentary without gaining a clearer insight 
into the great truths of the Epistle and a new 
inspiration to proclaim the gospel it portrays. 
(Revell, three volumes, $1 each.) 


The Making of a Nation (By Charles 
Foster Kent and Jeremiah W. Jenks),—The 


object of these twelve studies on the begin- |; 


nings of Israel’s history is to call attention to 
what is most vital in the Old Testament, and 
to show how closely it is Laan to the life 
of to-day. Dr. Kent is -spperent respon- 
sible for the presentation of tnandaibdical aia: 
terial, and Dr, Jenks for the statement of 
its application to modern life. The Bible 
studies are written from the standpoint of 
extreme modern criticism, and this robs the 
book, although very useful in other respects, 
of most of its value to those who do not ac- 
cept the destructively criticdl view. For ex- 
ample, two different accounts of creation are 
taught, the temptation of Adam and Eve is 
said to have come ‘from within rather than 
from without *’ (though Genesis 3 clearly 
teaches the opposite), the flood story is said 
to have been made up of different and differ- 
ing versions, and it is said that ** at best, the 
historical data which it preserves are exceed- 
ingly small and of doubtful value.’’ | In the 
story of Abraham several events are said to 
be given in two, and sometimes three, ver- 
sions, and the character of that patriarch is 
idealized. ‘There are alleged contradictory 
accounts of the sojourn in Egypt, the deca- 
logue, and the crossing of the Jordan, While 
some of these results are stated tentatively, 
yet the whole trend of the biblical teaching 
is decidedly critical, That portion of the 
book which concerns to-day is admirable for 
its suggestiveness and guidance in study. 
But this could have been given with equal 
point either with the conservative view of 
the Bible, or even without any reference to 
the Bible at all, There is no necessary con- 
nection between the critical view of the Old 
Testament and the forceful and fruitful ideas 
here set out in regard to modern life. It 
does not seem either scholarly or right to 
state as unquestioned facts so many matters 
which are still open, because it tends to give 
a wrong impression to those who do not 
know the state of the case. In view of the 
archeological and historical studies of men 
like Sayce, Hémmel, Petrie, Kénig, and 
many more, the ‘‘men and women of to- 
day’’ ought to be told quite frankly of the 
other side. (Scribners, 75 cents net.) 
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The desirability of first mortgages for in- 
vestment purposes is attested by the 
fact that savings banks investin them 
to a very large extent. 


PERCENT 
Certificates 


give you that kind of security, making - 
your trust funds or savings doubly 
safe while they are earning the liberal 
interest of 6 percent. 


They are issued for $100 or even multiples, 
and run for two years, payable on de- 
mand any time after due date. 


Interest payable semi-annually. 

In 18 years’ experience this Compan has 
never a day |ate in the n, a 
interes: ecks, orf refunding p S 
cipal when due. 

Write for further particulars. 


CALVERT MORTGAGE COMPANY ~ 
1064 Calvert Building, Baltimore, Md. 
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TEACHING 
AND TEACHERS 


By 
H. CLAY TRUMBULL 


Doctor Trumbull’s book, ‘‘ Teach- 
ing and Teachers,’’ has found its 
way into the hands of many thou- 
sands of Sunday-school workers. 
It is still the popular book on 
Sunday-school teaching. 


$7.25 POSTPAID. 


Copies may be had from 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TimEs Co., 
1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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